TESOL Weekend
Lee Mi-Kyoung
(Michelle)
July 17, 2009

Just for a few moments, imagine some famous teachers in your school days. Can you picture him or her in your mind? When I was teenager, almost of all lessons I had is definitely traditional type. Teachers are great explainer and special expert on their subject. It is quiet one way teaching and we don't have enough chances to talk while we have lessons. Nevertheless, I have one good memory with my English teacher when I was in middle school. Although she explains subject all the time but she is a good listener as well. I believe she gives us good model for teacher and uses communicative language teaching approach in order to teach the class. She really makes many chances to communicate with us and students open their minds and share their opinions and emotions, too. Now I think about that she is kind of involver type of teacher. All class really like her very much so sometimes we prepare letters and small presents for her. I think she has all three conditions for the effective teaching; empathy, authenticity, respect. Since then I believe involver or great explainer type of teachers make very successful results. However I have to change this belief since I start to work at the institute as an English grammar teacher. I was freshman of university when I start my career. I stared to work very small institute with small group of students. Before I start to work, I just think this could be very easy job for me. I don't have any special lesson plans and any ideas of my first lesson. In my mind, I just repeat over and over the one thought that I want to become a perfect explainer to them. I am very confident of my success. But my first lesson wasn't very successful. The biggest problem is they didn't listen. So I made them study against their will. That's very hard work both of us. It really makes us tired about everything. At that time, in most people's view, a teacher who can control the class is the best teacher. Even though English is a language, it is considered as an academic study. 

What makes a good teacher?　As a teacher, I am constantly reflecting on my teaching, my students, my methods, and even my decisions as educators. I really have been thinking about good model for best teacher. I get several ideas about this. First, a good teacher is the one who gets his students interested and makes them take responsibility for their learning by involving them in making the classroom a positive atmosphere for learning. I would say also a good teacher is the teacher who helps his/her students understands with the least effort. Second, a good teacher is well trained, equipped and knowledgeable. He/she studies and understands learners' educational needs both in the classroom and out. As a teacher in the class he/she is a facilitator in shaping learners' 
characters and helping them to realize their dreams. Third, a good teacher is his/her capacity of making the student like the subject, learn it, and broaden his/her vision about the world. Therefore what makes a good teacher is the capacity of helping the student grows as a full human being: ethical, responsive, intelligent. Fourth a good teacher is the one who adopts the principle of 'our class' and not 'my class', the one who is neither permissive nor a dictator. Finally a good teacher is the one who bears responsibilities with honesty and sincerity. A good teacher is the one who plants the seeds of morals and values amongst students and who is able to interact with his/her students all the time, helping them to acquire the knowledge and the skills, by means of materials such as books or using technology as a key support for increasing their motivation and interest in the subject. A good teacher also encourages learners to speak in class without feeling afraid of his/her correction. 

So now what makes a good English teacher?　As an English teacher I am, I really want to be a good teacher as I said above. I try to be an enabler as a teacher. I understand the students without any bias, and can communicate on their level, understand them and take the manifestation of many roles like parent, friend, and counselor. I can manage the class while students do their job and let students help each other. As teachers expect their students to be prepared for learning the new expressions, the students expect their teachers to be prepared for teaching. Because language develops everyday so you have to learn new things with every passing second. I heard that "A good teacher makes the children glad it's Monday." So I want my students come classroom on Monday with joyful heart. A good teacher must love the students as the first issue and then teach. I believe a good teacher is the one who has a heart for the good of her learners, a friend, and a confidant and is sensitive to the physical, emotional and mental being of her learners. 

