Take every opportunity of speaking English.

Min Hee Kim (Stella)

I need to set the scene for a second language. I usually feel that learning another language is more difficult than learning Korean. But, English and Korean are languages. After all, the only question is how fun to get it. It’s not important thing what languages look like. 

If I use English all day, I can speak almost as well as a native speaker. English learners today pick up the language much better than those who tried to study about 20 years ago. That’s because surroundings have became familiar to using English. In order to use this I have to do the following. First, put English into my life; second, choose learning materials which relate to my own taste. 

First, I must adapt myself in using English. If I think about spending much time to learning English, I could be accelerated in my linguistic ability. Actually my second language experience is only public education and studying for myself at the library. I was afraid of making mistakes when I took with foreigners. Also because I was lack of confidence, I didn’t like to converse with other person. So I couldn’t speak to foreigners.        Now I know sitting a chair for a long time is not really the best. Or confidence is the most important thing in speaking English. So I try to speak English although I make mistake. 

Second, I must get rid of a thinking that I never fail to study text books. When I was young, teachers taught as if English is only a subject needing memorizing. Most teachers usually explained the meaning of the word and gave homework and then made them learn by heart. That’s how Take every opportunity of I made learning English very boring. In the past, an environment of learning was very inferior. But there are many materials in English these days. So second learners have to practice conversation, watch DVDs, play games, sing songs and listen to the radio, and so on. Especially the most important thing is to grasp my own a disposition and habits. Because choosing learning materials right for me could stimulate a desire of learning. 

I prefer reading books to working on computer. So I choose books or magazine when I learn a second language. And I always use a MP3 player because I spend too much time in moving. If I spend a long time in sitting at my desk, it should be better to look website or internet news.

In conclusion, to become a better second language leaner I must always think what I really want to learn English. Learning languages is very similar to acting on the stage. If we act the part of foreigner, such as accent, gesture, we can learn very fast.

 Let’s think about traditional and modern classes. In the past, I mainly committed grammar to memory. But now I can do various activities. So I need to get the utmost out of these, always paint the situation in my head. And choose the learning materials that you want to learn right now. And enjoy the time which is studying that. If we create a natural environment using English, learning a second language should be a lot funnier.

