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My experience as a learner of a second language has been with two languages: English and French. However, English has been the major language that I have studied. I have made a lot of effort to improve my English skills since I first started in 7th grade, not only because it was important to get into the university or to have a better job; I always enjoyed learning languages. 
After graduating the university, I went to the United States to continue my education. Studying there had been a constant struggle with the language; I had to endure many times of frustration and discouragement. After a while, however, I realized that all I have gone through had positively impacted on my English acquisition, and even those negative feelings of failure could have inspired me to overcome my difficulties. Considering that, I would like to say that my experience as a learner of a second language has been positive.   
I think there are two major attributions to my learning experience. The first one is teachers; I owed much to my teachers who helped me with their best knowledge. Among them, I had an unforgettable teacher, Ms. Nancy Motz. She was my first ESL teacher I met in the United States. She was a unique person and teacher; she was not that funny or sweet, but was very enthusiastic about her students’ achievements. I was quite distressed at first, because she directly pointed out my errors and weaknesses whenever we had a conference. However, I came to realize soon that she really wanted my academic success.  I think she did it because she knew that I was going to study in the United States. From her, I have learned all the basics of academic English, which was really helpful in my studies later. 
Now I know that she had incorporated great deal of Communicative Language Teaching method in her class. At the first part of the class, we used to discuss about our textbook that had been assigned ahead. We also were assigned to choose one of the Newbury Award winner books and to summarize every chapter. At the end of the semester we wrote a book review and made a presentation in front of the class. It improved my writing and speaking skills a lot. 
What I liked the most about her class was the field trips. We visited libraries and museums, and it was a valuable opportunity to learn about American culture and history. We also watched movies reflecting many aspects of the American society and its value system. It provided me with a solid ground to adapt myself to the new environment.
The second attribution is my willingness. Looking back, I had never been a distinguished student in English. Though I had an interest, I did not even try my best every time I should have. There also had been some unqualified teachers who degraded my desire to learn. Despite all the reasons that I could have quit, what have driven me were my dreams and goals: one day I would go abroad and see the bigger world, and study for my future career. These became the most powerful momentum for me to step forward and keep going, which was the best thing I have done for learning English. 
Compared to the beginning, my English has improved enormously. I am proud of myself that I never gave up and accomplished some of my dreams, which still are in progress. I also appreciate my teachers including Ms. Motz who opened my eyes to the next level and empowered me to achieve it. I believe that all the teachings that I have been given and my experience as a second language learner will make a valuable resource for my future class. I truly hope that I could help my students achieve their dreams and goals as my teachers have done for me. 
