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1. Below are the comments from second-year middle school students in reference to the

speaking component of their English class taught by a Korean English teacher. Read

the comments and follow the directions. [25 points]

Minsu

The teacher makes us memorize and practice all of the
dialogs in our textbook. But I'm not sure that memorizing dialogs
will guarantee any improvement in my speaking ability. When will
| ever have a chance to talk about the things | want to?

Homin

I'm very worried about my mistakes. I'm sure that | often
make mistakes, but my teacher doesn’t correct me at all. | don’t
expect to be corrected all the time, but I'd like to get some
feedback, at least, on the more serious mistakes | make.

Sujin

Why does our teacher always want us to speak English in
class? No matter how often | use English, it won’'t have any
real impact on my grade because speaking in class only
accounts for a small percentage of our score. Besides, he only
tests how well we memorize dialogs.

Based on the comments above, explain what problems each student has. Then, design a
speaking task and explain why it will help solve Minsu’s and Homin’s problems.
Finally, suggest a solution which will address Sujin’s problems in terms of the

washback effect of assessment. Use approximately 300 words (30 lines).




2. Read part of an online forum discussion between two Korean high school English

teachers and follow the directions. [25 points]

Ms. Lee: | always tell students to examine the model composition
closely and copy it once word for word. Just before they
start their own compositions, they're told they won't
have a chance to revise their work. | grade students’
work using the model composition as a yardstick. After
grading, | always correct linguistic errors and return
papers to the students. | believe that my students will
learn from these corrections and use more accurate
language in future compositions. Interestingly, though,
my students still repeat the same errors. Am | taking the
right approach?

Mr. Kim: Well, there’re two approaches to teaching writing: a
process-oriented approach and a product-oriented
approach. I'd recommend that you try the alternative
approach to the one you’re currently using.

Identify the approach Ms. Lee is using and describe the characteristics of the approach
Mr. Kim recommends. Then, drawing on the natural order hypothesis, explain why Ms.
Lee’s error correction may not be working. Finally, suggest a writing task for Ms. Lee
which incorporates the principles of social constructivism and explain its rationale. Use

approximately 250 words (25 lines).




