227 Prepositions of time

1 At, on and in

We use these prepositions in phrases saying when.

See you at one o'clock. They arrived on Friday. We met in 1985.

a We use at with a particular time such as a clock time or meal time.

at half past five at breakfast (time) at that time at the moment

We also use at with holiday periods of two or three days.

at Christmas at Thanksgiving at the weekend

NOTE

a USA: on the weekend

b We use at with someone's age.
A sporting career can be over at thirty.

b We use on with a single day.

on Tuesday on 7th August on that day on Easter Sunday

NOTE

On can also mean 'immediately after'.

On his arrival, the President held a press conference.

c We use in with longer periods.
in the next few days in the summer holidays in spring

in July in 1992 in the 19th century

We also use in with a part of the day.

in the afternoon in the mornings

But we use on if we say which day.

on Tuesday afternoon on Friday mornings on the evening of the 12th

NOTE

An exception is at night. Compare these sentences.

I heard a noise in the night. (= in the middle of the night)

The windows are shut at night. (= when it is night)
