The first essay for TESOL

Tess(Han Hyeran)
With the rapid changes in the world and effects of globalization on each individual, it is out of the question why people seek to learn second language. Recently, being fluent in one’s mother tongue is no longer enough to compete and sell oneself in the global market. Learning how to communicate effectively in foreign language can be a source of building a better relationship especially with other nations. Because English is so widely spoken and became the dominant language, it is referred as a “world language” or the lingua franca of the modern times. For instance, in Korea, most students have started learning it from early school age while some have acquired it after being adults through studying or traveling abroad. Koreans value the importance of having “know-how” in learning the English language due to various underlying purposes. Whatever the reasons are; the same thing with the way how a learner learns, a scholar considers the big part of the teacher’s role.
Currently, I decided to enroll in a TESOL course with an aim to improve my teaching skills as an English teacher. I am looking forward to give what I will learn from the class to help my students be more interested and better in English conversation. This intention drives me to do my best that I can do as a student and a teacher to my students. Being goal-oriented adult learner makes me think that, as an educator, it is important for someone to be aware of the students’ aspiration which can encourage motivation. A mentor has a big contribution on how to facilitate learning well.

      Teachers can assume three roles inside the class. First, it is what we call the ‘Explainer’ which is commonly seen in traditional type of class, where a teacher just does lecturing and presents a lot of information. With this type, students may feel bored and think a teacher is very strict. Second, a teacher can be the ‘Enabler’. He teaches lessons through giving a story related on topics. Learners may be very interested in class, but the lecture should meet the learners’ needs. Last, a teacher can be the ‘Involver’, which in my belief, is the most practical role among the styles. I, sometimes become an “explainer” and can give much information while sometimes, I am an “enabler” through different activities. In my practice, I see that combining the characters is good for both teachers and students.
Teachers have a huge part in someone’s language study. From this time on, when I read about five hypothesis of Stephen Krashen’s Second Language Acquisition, I firmly withhold the thought of ‘Affective Filter Hypothesis’. It was stated that factors such as anxiety or fear to acquire English should be eliminated, as well as negative emotions towards learning English. Self-confidence plays an agent in conversing using other language. A teacher can work on enjoyable class while raising self-esteem. 

Consequently, goal-oriented adult learners, teachers’ role and Affective Filter Hypothesis have something in common. All can be put hand in hand to bring a positive motivation in class. There can be a trial-and-error and difficulties that may be encountered by a student from time to time, but, an affirmative reinforcement can always be of help.

