	Speaking Lesson Plan

	

	Title:  Small Talk

	

	Instructors
	Ms. Sonia Yim
	
	Level
	Intermediate
	
	# of Ss:
	4
	
	Length:
	30 min

	

	Materials

	-Board & makers
-Copies of worksheets (4 for each)

-Dice

	

	Aims

	-To encourage speaking fluency through small talk conversations
-To get used to make small talk conversations by practicing with various subjects 



	

	Language Skills

	-Speaking: brainstorming, making small talks, discussion
-Listening: teachers’ instructions, listening to others’ opinions/comments on various subjects

-Reading: work sheets



	

	Language Systems

	-Function: Telling other about their opinions
-Discourse:  Group discussion


	

	Assumptions

	-Ss know they should speak only English in the class.
-Ss enjoy talking with casual topics.


	

	Anticipated Errors and Solutions

	-If time is running out, shorten the main activity # 2. (cut-off plan)

-If there is more time than expected, allow Ss to do their homework in class. (SOS plan)

-If the students don’t have enough numbers to pair up, the teacher will join the activity.


	

	References

	www.esl.about.com (Small Talk)
TESOL handbook (Times Media), classroom management, pp.35~40


	

	Lead-In

	Materials
	Picture of a movie ‘Blind Date’ poster, board & markers

	Time
	Set up
	Procedure

	4 min

	Whole class
	Good morning, everyone. How are you today?
-Who likes to meet with new people? 

(Share your own experience briefly and ask the Ss for theirs.)
-When do you get to meet with new people? (show a poster) 

-What are some appropriate topics there? (Write them down on the board. i.e. weather, traffic, hobbies, movies, etc.) 
-Do you know what these things are called? (small talk)
Good! Today we will learn about ‘Small Talk’ and practice speaking skills by doing a couple activities about it.  

	

	Pre-Activity

	Materials
	Board, markers

	Time
	Set up
	Procedure

	6 min

	Whole Class
	Before we practice speaking soon, let’s talk about what ‘Small Talk’ is.
(Ask students to brainstorm as a class to define Small Talk.)
(Elicit from the students.)  
*Definition: Small Talk is pleasant conversation about common interests. Small Talk gets friendship started and ‘breaks the ice’ before important business meetings and other events.
CCQ: 
Is Small Talk about big issues? (No)
Is Small Talk supposed to give stress to people? (No)
Now, let’s try to learn about Small Talk through a couple of activities.

	

	Main Activity

	Materials
	Speaking Worksheet (5 copies), a dice

	Time
	Set up
	Procedure

	5 min
10 min

	Whole Class

Individually
Whole Class
In a group

	1. Small Talk –Appropriate? 
Instructions
In a minute, you are going to receive this hand out. 

1. I want you to have a look at the list of topics on this worksheet. 

2. Circle around each topic you think is appropriate for Small Talk. Then think of one interesting comment to make about it.

CCQ:

-What do you do for the topic that is proper for Small Talk? (Circle)

-How many comment will you think of the topic? (One)

3. For the topic you think that is inappropriate for Small Talk, explain to the class why you think so.

4. You have 3 minutes for this activity.

CCQ: 

-What will you do for the topic which is not good for Small Talk? (Explain why it is not goo.)

-How many minutes for you to do this activity? (3 minutes)
(Hand out work sheet # 1.)
(Circulate around the room helping the students when they run into difficulties.)(Give time warning : 1 minute left)
2. Small Talk –Socially Mixing
Instructions
Okay..Now let’s practice making small talk by playing a game. 1. Throw a dice and talk about the topic of the number on the worksheet. 
2. When everyone had a chance to talk, throw the dice again and add the number to the previous number and talk about the topic of the combined number.  
(Hand out the work sheet #2.)
Demonstration

(Throw a dice first.) I got # 2. So I will talk about “The last film I saw.” When everyone takes a turn…I will throw the dice again. And I got #3. Then I will talk about #5 –A magazine. You will play in pairs. You have 8 minutes for this game.
CCQ

Will you play the dice right after you talk about the first topic?
Are you playing this game with one partner?
(Give time warning: 1 minute left)



	

	Post-Activity

	Materials
	Board & markers

	Time
	Set up
	Procedure

	5 min

	Whole Class
	Summary of the lesson

Today, you have learned about Small Talk. First we looked at the appropriate topics and then practiced making Small Talk conversations through two activities. 
Value statement
Making Small Talk means talking about many things. So it is not difficult only for English learners, but also for many native speakers of English. By practicing and being prepared for small talks, you can improve your vocabulary words and speaking skills a lot. 
Homework

Make a small talk about your favorite topic and be ready to present it for 2 minutes before class next time.
CCQ: How many topics you will think about? (One)
          Will you present your small talk for 5 minutes? (No)
Next lesson

You will learn about how to improve Small Talk skills in the next class.
Everyone did an awesome job today. See you tomorrow!




Name: ___________________

Title: Small Talk - Appropriate?
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Which topics are appropriate for small talk discussions? (Circle all that apply.) For those topics which are appropriate, think of one interesting comment to make when the teacher calls on you. For those topics which are not appropriate, be able to explain why you believe they are not appropriate for small talk. 
· The latest films 

· The One True Path to Eternal Life 

· The local basketball team 

· Cars 

· A product you would like to sell to everyone 

· The Death Penalty 
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Your home town 

· How much you make 

· Your last holiday 

· Your favorite movie-star 

· The correct political party 

· The weather 
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Gardening 

· Your health problems 

· Your family 
· Heaven and Hell



Name: ____________________

Title: Small Talk - Socially Mixing

Play this game quickly in small groups.  First, throw one die and talk about the subject according to the number you have on the die.  Second, when everyone had a chance to talk, start the second round in which you will throw the die again and add the new number with the pervious number. Then you will talk about a new subject of the number. (For example, you had #3 and next #5. Then talk about #8.) You have thirty seconds to begin making a comment about the suggested subject.  If you cannot, you lose your turn! Play as much as time allows.
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Your best friend 

2. The last film you saw 

3. Pets 

4. Rock and roll 

5. A magazine 

6. Learning a language 

7. Playing tennis 

8. Your current job 

9. An interesting excursion nearby 
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The Internet 

11. Marilyn Monroe 
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Keeping healthy 

13. Human cloning 

14. Your favorite food 

15. Finding a job in your country 

16. The last book you read 

17. Your worst holiday 

18. Something you've never done, but would like to do 

19. Teachers - what you like 

20. Teachers - what you don't like 
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