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I want to be an English Specialist based on my language acquisition experiences.

If someone asked me, “Why did you apply to Times-Tesol?”
I would definitely say that I wanted to be an English specialist who has diverse experiences in an English field. 
Currently, I have worked at an English private school as a manager and a teacher for more than 2 years. The reason why I chose to work in the English education field is because of my special experiences in the Philippines. I went to the Philippines to study English 4 years ago. When I was there, I studied in two different kinds of English environments.

The first was the traditional classroom which focused on listening and reading. Before I participated in my first class, I took a “level” test with an Interview and TOEIC. My “Level” was a high beginner who had some simple oral communication abilities, using basic learned phrases and sentences.

Teachers who handled this course focused on a receptive teaching methodology with phonology, lexis and grammar work. Most of the students in this class were not familiar with English language skills like listening and reading. During class time teachers conveyed their knowledge to students as an explainer, students listened and took notes or memorized grammar rules and vocabulary. It sounds like it was boring but, I was used to being in that situation because it was a common English learning environment in Korea. During this time, I could improve my receptive skills a lot because I tried to do my best with memorizing and listening repeatedly.

After this course, I could study in the intermediate class. 
It was totally different from the first environment. The second was a modern classroom which focused on writing and speaking. Most students in this class spoke with ease on most matters but still made occasional errors in grammar and vocabulary, which inhibits communication. So, teachers who handled this course focused on productive teaching methodology with activities and communication. Most Korean people, including me, were not used to speaking and writing in front of other people, even if they had high   knowledge and related listening and reading skills. Also it was a very hard time for me. But soon after, I could overcome my weakness because of my teacher. Most teachers are an enabler and involver. During class time, teachers always tried to involve me actively and put a great deal of effort into finding appropriate and interesting activities, which would enable me to learn for myself as an enabler or involver. As a result, I could successfully finish my studying abroad. It was a very useful experience for me. I had strong confidence that I would be able to teach students through my experiences.
Not only adults but also children have been spending a lot of time and money on English for so many reasons. Even though they have put a lot of effort into studying for a long time, the results are lower than the effort put in. There are problems why they don’t improve more than expected. The most important thing is that learners focus on their goal, “What do I study language for?”

There are some differences between adults and children. Adults who want to learn language have five kinds of characteristics: they are intrinsically motivated, goal/relevancy orientated, and autonomous/self-directed. 
In comparison, children just follow the environment without questioning their exact purpose.
As mentioned above, I’m in charge of teaching students and management simultaneously at my current work. I want to create a good English environment and support students to improve their language skills. If I achieve this goal, I would like to be a specialist in the English field. 
In conclusion, I want to learn diverse information from this course like I learned in my second language studies in the Philippines.

