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Bora Jang (64th)
Historically, there have been some educational philosophies very popular from time to time. In my time 20 years ago, teachers were explaining a lot of knowledge, and students were listening and taking notes in traditional classrooms which are teacher-centered learning space.  However, nowadays teachers’ role is very important and modern classrooms give students a lot of opportunities to learn English very well.
When I was in my middle school, English classes were organized very simple. The teacher talked a lot and students were so passive in the classroom – the teacher read textbooks and focused on explaining a lot of knowledge to us, and we just listened and took notes. Even though the teacher brought a radio to play a cassette tape, the class was still boring because we just repeated the sound. 
In other words, we had have time to acquire part of the knowledge of English because the teacher only fostered the receptive skills: listening and reading. I had hardly done any practice exercise of speaking and writing. These skills are also important in the international society. English learners want to communicate with others well and write something to express their opinion well.
If the teachers knew teaching methodology at least, they would give us any appropriate or interesting activity that encourages learning. So, I want to say what the teachers do in second language classrooms.
Firstly, I think not only adults but also children can be autonomous and self directed in their learning if they learn the skill in classroom from teacher. I know that the teachers cannot teach everything of English and students need to learn it by themselves. Instructors can teach how to learn to make them active learners. For example, let students know how to find information in the library or online. Teachers serve as facilitators and help them to be self-guided learners. 
In addition, the teachers should know learners’ goals. And the teacher shows the materials to achieve their goals. For example, there are some boys who like dinosaurs have a dream to become a scientist. They would collect toys, read books, and watch videos at first to know them because the animals are very interesting to the boys. In this situation, the teacher could give some related materials in English such as magazines, movies. So, if teachers know learners’ interests, then the teachers can provide them with the projects that reflect their interests. Then they will easily involve the lesson. 
Finally, I believe that effective teaching is possible when teachers know the subject matter, teaching methodology, and have people skills. Especially, teachers always try to have good characteristics: respect, empathy, authenticity. With honest, patient, and positive attitudes, the teacher should listen to students and they will be allowed to voice their opinions freely in class. Then the teacher could create an effective learning environment.
As a result, I think teachers should serve as an enabler for students. The teacher guides students to do autonomous learning and helps them to do group work together. And, teachers continually make an effort to know the subject matter, methodology, and students better. The teachers’ effective teaching will make effective learning and good results in second language acquisition.
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