TESOL 01: Second Language Acquisition Assignment
Weekday Class 65: Jina Kim. 
   What do you think is the most effective when you learn second language? In my opinion, I believe learners learn best when they know why they are learning. Teaching concepts in TESOL will be practical when concepts are used to bring learners’ motivation. Students or adult learners should have decent reason to keep them involved in learning second language. Teachers should be aware of that and should help to create the conditions for learners. 
   Fortunately I was able to find why I needed to study a second language in my early twentieth. Some people might say age twenty - something is late for language acquisition though, I never agree with that. I have two different language learning experiences at school and at private institute. Even though it is hard to define which education environment is a success or a failure, I would like to say one environment that motivates learners mind-set is a success for learners’ acquiring a second language. 
   As most of Korean adults, my first English learning experience was at middle school. At that time, I was not ready to explore a new language. English class was a burden to me and I was scared to meet English class. For years, classes were typically traditional. Teachers were explainers and GTM users who focused more on test results than student’s language skills. I could not find myself studying sincerely to acquire a second language. I studied because I did not want to fail the class. Memories of textbook contents were gone as soon as tests were over. I wonder why no one teacher inspired me to think about the importance of studying a second language. I had no motivation to studying a second language. It was only for an academic purpose. I can not blame my poor English grades to teachers but they are responsible for some reason. They lost my interests. It would have been more effective if they had taught students with respect. GTM, TTT, teacher – centered classes were just boring. 
   When I was 23-year-old, I had chance to visit LA. While I was there, I needed to live daily life by speaking language. That moment I realized learning internationally spoken language was very valuable. I became goal-oriented learner, EAP and ESP learner. I was an active learner and all the sudden English became fun language to learn. I decided to take ESL at private institute in USA. For now, as I know what effective teaching is, I can not say classes at ESL institute were taught in the concept mentioned in TESOL. However, ESL teachers were enabler and enthusiastic. Furthermore, as a goal-oriented learner, I had my own reason to study. I was always curious to know, teachers respected my needs and taught me enthusiastically. Most of my questions were “How do you say it in English?” 
   I believe only few students study with joy when they are middle or high school.  Majority of students study because they have to. Students need to know why they are studying. It could be academic purposes or personal purposes that students can hold onto. Students and adult learners need to be involved in lesson. Why modern classrooms or enabler teachers are seen as recommended types? It is because those types derive learners interests from learning process. 

For these days, in my personal opinion, studying abroad is not always the best option

when people study foreign language. Whether they learn English in S. Korea or abroad, as long as learners have strong motivation, “where” is not a matter. Teachers should practice themselves to be a good teacher who gives learners motivation. Learner’s attitude will make big difference. Having motivation or no motivation will make big change in results. I want my students to have fun , if it is hard for every student, at least I want them to know that acquiring a second language is helpful. I think creating learning condition is essential and it will be created by mixing TESOL concepts well. 
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