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          Recalling my personal experiences, I have had so many English teachers since i was an

 elementary school student. These teachers used a variety of teaching methods, of which some

 worked and some didn't work, at least not for me. I can not say easily which ones are effective and

 which ones are not effective, as this depends a lot also on the learner. 

            In my case, I had studied English for 10 years before I went to Vancouver, Canada in

 March,2003. By that time, I knew some words and grammar but I could only speak a few

sentences. Even though I studied English for a long time, both with and without native English

 teachers, my English was not good, just like most other Koreans.



            Studying English abroad was not that easy for me at first. Especially when I did not know

 how to communicate well and knew little about their culture, so in the beginning, it was hard for

 me to fit well in Canada. However, after meeting the teacher that taught at the school I attended,

 Pacific Language Institute, I really started to enjoy life in Vancouver and studying English together

 with other foreign students. 

            The teacher's name was Jamie, the same name as one of the celebrity chefs that I like, Jamie

 Oliver. He could speak three languages, English, Japanese and Chinese, which I think was a part of

 the reason he could teach English well to students that were not from countries that use western

 style alphabets in their language. He was humorous, kind and a good listener. If I was to describe

 his class, I would say it was fun, enjoyable,communicative and comfortable. Moreover, it had

 various activities that made classes less boring. 

            This teacher was enthusiastic about his job and that brought positive energy to the students.

 He was an enabler and involver type of teacher. He normally let us guess the subject we were going

 to learn that day by giving hints and clues, and he gave directions and demonstrated before asking

 us to do pair work. Afterward, he gave students valuable feedback about the activity. Also, he

 would monitor us instead of sitting around and relax while doing pair work. The best thing about

 his teaching was that he used the name of things around us like streets, restaurants and clubs we

 can see just next door. That enabled us to use English effectively and naturally in our daily life. I

 would say the teacher knew the subject and understood students very well as once he'd been a

 student of foreign languages himself.

              Compared to the traditional classroom environment in Korea which has a downbeat

 atmosphere, teacher centered teaching and low participation, the modern style of teaching this

 teacher used appealed to me. I believe that the teacher used several methods that were more

 effective to the   beginner of learning English. Among them were communicative language

 teaching, desuggestopedia, co-operative learning and experiences. If I have to choose the most used

 one he performed during class, that will be communicative language teaching. Students who are at

 the beginner level of the language can learn easily with activities like games and role-play. 

This is the the reason he used it in our class, and it seemed to work very well with our group of

 students. 

            For me, it makes sense to combine a few methods, and always be able to “read” the class

 and understand their needs in order to be the best possible teacher I can be. And of course, my

 experience at PLI in Vancouver will influence the methods that I would choose for later.

             In conclusion, I would like to be a teacher like the one I had in Vancouver, using

 communicative language teaching and  mix it with methods like experience-based teaching and co-

operative learning. Finally, I believe a teacher must know about all  teaching methods, so that they

 can adjust their teaching to the personality of each class.

