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– Set up own teaching plan by reflecting personal SLA experience.
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         Korean students normally studied English from their elementary school and it may be considered that most of us are well-educated English speakers when we are grown up. But what about the fact? It is reality that Korea is one of the inconvenient countries for foreigners to travel around because English is not commonly spoken in Korea. So I would like to talk about difficulties of second language acquisition (a.k.a SLA) and set my teaching plan by looking back on my individual experience of learning English.

         It was February 1999 when I met my first “Real English teacher”, Bob robster, the Canadian who led me into real English world. Entering the university, I set this goal to be a fluent English speaker since I was dreaming of backpack travelling around the world. I wanted to meet a lot of foreign friends and experience various culture from them and train myself by solving unexpected problems that I will face with during the travel. So I started to survey an English institute myself and registered the SLE course in Pagoda academy. 
At the 1st lesson, Bob started the ice breaking with self-introduction and his teaching experiences in Korea and he asked us to introduce ourselves and state our purpose of studying English. Likewise me, every students had their own goals and purposes to learn English and stating our objectives motivated us to pull ourselves together to participate the class more voluntarily. 

         And Bob said “You should try to speak in full sentence!” and it got us in trouble. I was 20 and the youngest in the class and speaking English in full sentence was a tough mission even for me who learned English in the most modern method among the students. But I see how Bod enabled us to speak English in full sentence in such a short time.

Bob positioned himself as a middle of explainner and enabler in teaching language to students in beginner’s level. He penetrated that Korean students are strong in vocabulary but weak in lexis and that was the biggest problem to be solved in order for us to speak English in sentence. 

At his lesson, he always gave us an approachable topic for our discussion and explained useful phrases and idiomatic expressions possibly can be used for the situation. For example, before we have a debate, he wrote these expressions on the board and let us practice by using those in sentence.

“I fully agree with your ~~~” “I’m against to your ~~~” “I don’t think it is~~~”

And he monitored us how we develop our opinion by using those expression he taught and correct our errors during the conversation.

And more effective method he did for our improvement was, he always started the class by reminding us of the lexis that we learned on the day before. This was helpful to enhance our retention and to make it ours by speaking the expressions repeatedly.

         Now I as a English teacher wanna be, know how his teaching method was well-prepared and he tried to adapt his knowledge for teaching targets.

I also would like to plan my teaching method by copying Bob’s teaching skills which are based on the TESOL module as indicated below.

- Understanding the characteristics of adult learners (Adults are autonomous and goal-oriented.)

- Adaptation on target Ss level (Beginners communicates mostly through gesture and a few isolated words.)

- Consider the efficient eaching type (Integrated approach both as an explainner and and an enabler for beginners)

- Enhancing learners’ retention (Repeatedly practice of the lexis in their discussion)

Add to this, I would like to make full use of various multimedia materials for students’ better understanding and furthermore help them to find self-learning methods when they are grown up in advanced level.  

         At the beginning stage of TESOL, this essay will be a big help for me to set my aim strong and foresee which qualifications I need to develop to be a good teacher. SLA is not an option any longer and the demand of studying English in more interactive method will be increasing. I hope I can be a memorable teacher by a someone who will be taught by me in the future and appreciate my teaching. (706 Words)
