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Learning a new language is not an easy task. It is a very long and hard journey that can not be easily achieved and requires continuous effort with patience. It also refuses shortcut to anyone. I started my own journey at the age of 17 at El Camino Community College in California. When I first met international student’s counselor, she told me that unlike other native students, it would take me one more year to transfer to four year college due to my language drawback. I was required to take ESL classes since most of my major courses had a certain English prerequisites. I finished all the ESL classes but they weren’t much of a help to my English ability. However, one ESL class that I took at Elliot English Academy, a private language institution, were so effective that I would have to say it was far better than all the eight ESL courses that I took from the community college. I will compare these two language programs by types of teacher, lecture methods, and retention rates related to each teaching methods.

Most of teachers from community college were explainers, whereas teachers from private institution were involvers and enablers. In community college, teachers would talk most of time explaining the material. Students would take a note and do most of the studies by rote memorization. Although some teachers tried to implement group activities, they were very limited and most of lectures were oriented to mid-term and final exams. Teachers from private institution were heavily involved with students. They made students to talk most of the time and group activities replaced lecture. I would say they were also enablers because they would bring out a new topic for a debate and two groups of students were given time for research and discussion for the topic. 

Teachers from community college were traditional but teachers from private institution implemented modern teaching method. In my opinion, this difference may be derived from the number of students in the classroom. A classroom from community college held more than 40 students with all the chairs facing to the front. It was very hard to move around to have group activities. Although teachers were very intellectual, they were restricted to implement group activities. A class from Elliot English Academy didn’t hold more than 20 students. All the desks were placed in the shape of half circle. Students were facing each other and most of the lectures were associated with student interaction. 

Although lectures from community college covered more materials, it couldn’t retain more knowledge to students than those from private institution. Knowledge based on a few days of intense memorization for the preparation for a test would phase out fast. 
However, self directed study from group activities helped me to retain knowledge better and made me to express my opinion easier. One thing that I liked most about Elliot Academy was that the teacher would remain ten or twenty minutes after the class for a chit-chat with students. That was a very valuable time for students to explore more in English.

Finally, if the time comes for me to stand in front of class to teach English, I would definitely incorporate teaching method from Elliot Academy. Lectures from community college contributed a lot in studying class materials but it was Elliot Academy that really taught me how to communicate in English. Language is the basic method to express oneself and communicate with others. I didn’t finish my journey in the quest of English and maybe there is no end to it, but if I see anyone who wishes to take the same journey I would be glad to show him the right way and share my mistakes.
