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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 Is there only 1 perfect solution for all the second language learners? Or are modern teaching techniques always more effective than the conventional ones? The answer is NO. Each individual has his or her own preferences and they affect the ways how learners want to be taught. Here, I would like to tell you about the stories I have experienced which successfully or sometimes unsuccessfully influenced me

 I spent 2 years in the US camps as KATUSA1). In the beginning, I was extremely nervous because I had not been to any English-speaking country before and even worse I was the only Korean in the squad. I just could not understand the commands, conversations, jokes and etc. So I set up two goals. The first one was to finish two books. 2-word expressions and 50 most-spoken expressions in New York. The other one was to spend the weekends with the squad members as often as possible to get used to them and to practice what I learned from the books. After one year efforts onto this, I was able to spend the rest with fewer communication misunderstandings.

 However, hands-on experience was not always effective. I did an internship at an IT company called Image Solutions in New Jersey for almost 5 months. Many may think it might have been a great opportunity but it was not as successful as I expected. My mission was to help the colleagues solve the problems with their computers. It was very routine and I hardly got to talk with the colleagues during the business hours. Yes the internship was meaningful for me but I realized that the actual environment around me is also important as well.

 Before graduating from the university, I listened to EBS radio a lot because I like one-way and teacher-centered lessons. I just need to listen to a teacher carefully and try to get as much as possible. The program I liked the most was Power English which was aired from 7:40 to 8:00 in the morning. Steve Jung and Christine Cho were the hosts and they dealt with various topics including excerpts from movies and books only in English. They knew very well about what and how to teach. Their lecture was clear enough even for the intermediates to understand. In order to enhance the speaking ability, I tried to mimic what the teachers say, memorize all the useful expressions and repeat them several times a day. This helped me understand the structure of English sentences and now I am able to read articles without having to resort to grammar.

 In addition to the teacher-centered way, clear communication is also one of the important elements for learning English. That is why I read and listen to the news on a daily basis. Every morning, when I arrive at work, I read a recent article on the Korea Herald for about 20 minutes. On the way to work and home, I listen to the domestic and international news through TBS eFM. I feel great when I hear any words or expressions that I saw in the articles because I naturally review what I learned before. The international news is also helpful for the weekly meeting I have with colleagues in Paris and Melbourne. The one good example was Dominique Strauss Khan.

 The methodologies and environment I have had may be different from others. If I had tried other ways then I would have ended up getting board and board. Some prefer immediate mutual response while others prefer listening to lectures. Some say respect should be considered the most essential aspect while others say a wealth of knowledge is more critical. I think there is no such thing as a perfect solution for second language learners. Therefore, I will try to figure out various methodologies throughout the TESOL course and apply the most effective ones to my future students.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1) KATUSA
KATUSA stands for Korean Augmentation To the United States Army. Qualified Korean draftees who demonstrate a high level of English fluency and aptitude via a standardized written exam (usually the TOEIC) may apply for a KATUSA slot. Conscripts with qualifying test scores are selected on a random basis via lottery by the Korean government. Once selected, KATUSAs must complete six-weeks of ROK Army basic training. A brief orientation and OJT is conducted by the U.S. Army before they begin their full-time duty with a United States Army unit garrisoned in Korea for the duration of their military service 
- From Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/KATUSA
