Essay 1 : Second Language Acquisition 

                                                              Noh Woonbong(Sky)

I thought something strange when I was preparing this essay. That is, I learned in traditional classroom, and now I teaching modern classroom. And I have learned English almost over 10 years. If 15-year-student started to study second language when he or she was 5 years. There is nothing different only with numbers. 

In these days, many people have educated for their second language acquisition since they were young. In other words, second language is more exposed by many ways than before and teaching method of second language is improved.

From now, I would like to relate about differences between traditional and modern classroom, and about characteristic of effective teacher with my learning and teaching experiences.
I think language acquisition should be well-organized, especially to beginners. In my first experience of second language was in traditional classroom, just attended and learned which was based on lecture and grammar. Teaching method was obviously 1 way communication. I was a one of the typical failed students when I was a middle and high school student. I started English when I entered middle school. At that time, I could just figure out capital and lower case letters. Even if I didn’t know what letters make what sounds.  I just memorized all about English I learned.

However, in modern classroom, students can learn English with many methods. The role of the teacher in the classroom is a just manager and students are able to actively participate in their class. Through it, they can acquire second language to their ways as they absorbed in their class. And technology of multimedia also can help language acquisition.
As students are getting participated the role of the teacher is getting more important, I believe one of the most important thing, to be a characteristic of effective teacher is enthusiasm. Good activity is depend on teacher’s enthusiasm. They are more involved on their class, acquire second language naturally, also they are able to interested in second. 
In addition, It is important to make suitable environment for language acquisition. I met one teacher who worked in Cathay Pacific Airways as a flight attendant before I graduated middle school. Someday she showed me an old movie “ Doktor Zhivago “. Due to this movie I could start to learn English well. Not as well this movie, pop songs, American dramas and books. I think she taught real English.  Also I wanted more study abroad, but I couldn’t. Barely I found some way to abroad not to study.  As a intern of Freeze frame company, I could stay 1 year in San Diego. I learned second language furthermore its culture.
Finally, I want to say good listener is a characteristic of effective teacher. Teacher have to really listen to their students.  Teacher will be a good mentor to students. Knowing well them, teacher can give clear and positive feedback. And teacher support students to gain their goal.
While I was writing characteristic of effective teacher, I asked many times to myself “am I teaching well?, “am I doing like that way?.  I know I don’t have enough teaching technique,  I am not a effective teacher yet. Cause of those asking now I am in this class. And I think myself carefully after this class.
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