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 There are many different kinds of methodologies for English teachers. They are known to be effective in developing 4 language skills such as speaking, writing, reading and listening. However, it is also important for teachers to adopt proper methods for different groups of students because each methodology has its strong points for a certain group. Personally, I want to teach middle and high school students in the future. This is why I am planning to make good use of ALM, a short for Audio Lingual Methodology, and DM, a short for Direct Method, based on my previous experiences.

 The first English teacher was my uncle who worked for Teun Teun English. He taught me for almost 3 years with a story book and tapes. It was similar to ALM. I listened to a tape and studied myself by repeating the voice actors and memorizing the story. The next day, early in the morning, he would call me and check whether I spoke well and understood the story well. He would not give me a lot of explanations but instead he made me repeat the story again and again. I was not stressed because I did not have to focus on grammar as a beginner. As time went by I naturally got interested in English and improved listening and speaking skills. This is the reason why I want to choose ALM for those who wish to gain interests and those who get easily bored with grammar-related lessons. Once it becomes a habit, they will enjoy English itself not worrying too much about grammar.
 

I agree that middle and high school students should understand grammar to prepare for the school tests and university entering exam. Grammar Translation Methodology has been a major source and I was also taught with this method for 6 years from 1995 to 2000 at school. When I started to study English again at the university of INHA in 2001 I had no idea what I had learned for the past 6 years. So I decided to take a different route and began to choose English courses given by a native professor every semester. That’s when I started to benefit from DM. The amount of learning was far less than before. However, what I learned lasted a lot longer because the professors usually used tangible materials and demonstrations as visual aids and requested feedback from us. The class I liked the most was Presentation in English by professor David Stannus in 2007. He gave us brief instructions in the beginning and let us lead the class. We exchanged our opinions after each activity was over and he would correct our grammar and pronunciation at the end. I was so impressed at his teaching techniques and realized how effective, efficient, encouraging and motivated it was. Most middle and high school students focus only on grammar and this is why they easily quit studying English. So I think the classes will be more meaningful and stimulating if techniques of DM are well-applied.
It may be difficult for teachers to be perfectly familiar with all existing methodologies. It would be more reasonable to say that teachers should understand the students’ characteristics in advance and come up with a best fit methodology and use the techniques they learned from their past teachers. It explains why I have a preference for ALM and DM. I am not sure when it will be but someday in the future I might be teaching English to middle and high school students. I hope the two methodologies bring interests and give benefits to them.
