2nd Essay Assignment

– Describe own personal teaching methodology as compared to past teachers.
66th Tesol Class
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         There was there days, one’s english level was evaluated by how many times he mastered the “성문종합영어” the grammar book called as a bible of English. And these days, studying abroad at a young age is considered as the best way to learn English in short time. The method of English learning has been evolved as the purpose of people who learn English changes. As a still student, who have been studying English for about 18 years since 1993 when I entered the middle school, I would like to look back on my English learning expereinces to find the most effective methodology for my teaching plan.

         At school days, most of teachers’ teaching method was always limited to the 2 types only, one was GTM and another one was ALM. Ss including me were asked to read the sentences and directly translate it in our native language and teachers usually assigned us this homework to write down new vocabularies on the paper repeatedly until one page is covered with one words. Do I still remeber the words that I wroth down on the paper more than hundred times? Some are Yes, but some are gone with the lead. Entering  a high school, English class was divided into 2 different subjects by related language skills, one with “Reading and Grammar” and another with “Listening and Speaking”. But the teaching methods didn’t change a lot. The ALM was slightly added to GTM for L/S lesson and teachers wanted us to imitate them reading the text book. There was no games, role playing, discussion or any communicative methods and English class was always so boring and hard to concentrate on.
Limited methods vs Various methods for Ss’ level and demand
         Why didn’t my teachers try more various methodologies to lead the class in fun atmosphere and to improve our English skills in balanced? It might because my teachers considered English only as a subject to be mastered not as a language tool to extend our knowledge by using it. At that time, it did not happen often to meet foreigners to communicate with and also there were not various channels to learn western culture through. So there was less demand to learn English in more interactive way and it was just one of the subjects to get high scores.

But what about now? We just encouter foreigners all around and need to work with them, study with them and live with them. Moreover it’s just common to see people enjoying so various multimedia content on their mobile devices on the move such as holleywood movie, popular sitcoms and british TV shows, etc. So I believe that modern Ss wanted to be taught in more interactive ways and to enjoy the learning process it is as they can learn western culture and thoughts as well not only the language.

         I think GTM is a good teaching methods for begineers to build foundation but maintaining the same method for such a long period absoultely reduces Ss interest and it’s not suitable for Ss, the multimedia-consumption generation. So I would like to use various teaching methods integrated and to keep Ss motivated to study English.  
If I were a teacher for young students in begingger level, I prefer TPR to teach them in fun atmosphere. This way, Ss can learn English as the same way they learn their native language so it will facilitate learning. But the language skill can’t be grown only with the kinesthetic teaching methods. Ss realize someday that they need quantum jump for more frequent and organized language skills then a teacher should adjust more academic teaching method for their Ss.

So I will take GTM and DM for my internediated level students. The Ss can find their weakness so they will accept a little challenge to motivate them to try harder. I think grammar(not the basic grammar 101), a little bored factor in language, can be taught for intermediate Ss. It deepens Ss’s understanding in language and it enables Ss to train themselves.

For my Ss in advanced level, I will lead the lesson with CLT so that Ss can develop their English in more communicative way.

         Decision on teaching methods should not be up to Ts solely. A teacher should understand the target student are and whuch skill they need to develop. It’s because language can’t be learned in cramming way and there should be interaction between a teacher and students. (747 words)
