An Essential Element
for Learning a Second Language Successfully
“By Happy alchemy of mind, they turn to pleasure all they find.”
Jieun(Grace) Lee

What helps learners show high performance? When do they feel a sense of satisfaction in education? What enables them to work creatively? What is an essential factor to strengthen their motivation and maximize their ability? To get to my personal answer, I am going to look back into my personal experience of second language learning and draw a conclusion.
   Since I began to study English in middle school, I had been taught by about 10 teachers in Korea. As far as I remember, most teachers were very strict, boring and sometimes violent and harsh. When I was a high school freshman, my English teacher always gave a huge amount of assignment everyday and spent most of class time punishing students who didn’t finish their homework. The cruel teacher didn’t seem to have a certain education method but a belief that his whip makes students study English. We felt very nervous when the English class got nearer. Could anyone raise a hand and ask a question willingly? We cowered before the teacher and were unable to speak but just listened to his translation in Korean. There was no conversation in pairs or group, no negotiation, no sharing opinions, no relationship, no positive feedback. His class was so threatening that some friends who had weak motivation gave up English and some friends got lower self-esteem by being put to shame in front of the class.
   When I was a senior in University, I took a leave of absence and went to Canada to take ESL course with an expectation that the better I can handle a global language, English, the more chance I can get in the world. Actually, I didn’t expect ESL teachers’ characters or class atmosphere. I thought ‘If I see a foreign English teacher and have a chance to talk in English, that’s enough!’ But how warm and permissive the class was! In the first class, each one had an opportunity to introduce him/herself in English and explain what meaning each one’s name had. The teachers always answered questions even though some questions were silly and all including teachers did activities together in group or pairs. I was touched because they showed their respect to students with empathy. All students felt we were welcomed and involved in the class. During the class, I realized that English was a tool to communicate with others not an objective to be studied. After that, I started speaking English with confidence. I found that I didn’t need to check if my pronunciation was perfectly correct or if my sentences had any typos or grammatical mistakes. After completing the ESL course, I could go to Australia and Cambodia for study and mission trip with foreign friends coming from various countries. The Experience in Canada ESL was a turning point in my history of learning English.
   Reflecting on my past teachers, I would say “happy atmosphere” as a key answer to the questions in the introduction. Some people say, “Personal feelings should not come into play when one makes a decision.” But haven’t you seen people who feel happy, comfortable and confident do good performance and show their creative ability? Most learners are doing their best to achieve the attainable goal as long as they have motivation. When learning atmosphere is full of respect and warmth by listening to each student, giving positive feedback, treating everyone fair unbiasedly, all things learners find and do in the class will turn to pleasure which enables them to become successful second language learners.
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