ESSAY #1 : The Turning Point of My English  

1st Aug. 2011

by Raina (66th Session)

“We can only learn to love by loving” - Iris Murdoch

  People divide human history into B.C.(Before Christ) and A.D.(Anno Domini). My English history can be separated into 2 parts by Intensive English Language Program in Canada. In my youth, English was one of the troublesome subjects and I believed it is impossible to acquire any second language in lifetime. Now English become a important part of my life and I’m looking forward to learning other foreign languages near future.

   My English history starts from 4th grade in elementary school in 1992, as a regular school education of Korea. Since then, until I graduated from high school, for 9 years I had English class as a school subject. The curriculum of English class were reading text books, listening to tapes and learning grammar. Those are all for examinations. When I studied English myself, I tried to memorize “S+V+O” or “indefinite article”, “ clause” which a teacher had written on a board. I didn’t have any speaking class at all and didn’t get a chance to communicate in English.

  When I was a freshman in Kyung -Pook National University in 2001, I saw a native speakers for the first time. The campus has its own Language Institute. It has 8 level courses and each level is designed for 2 months. If I got enough attendance for a class I was qualified to move on to next level. I started from level 1 class, from Monday to Friday 8:00~8:50AM. everyday the teacher taught new expressions and I practiced each expressions for 3~5 times with partners during the class. 2 months later, my English was not good enough but I enrolled for next level because I didn’t want to take a exactly same class again. Several months later, I reached to level 5 course but it just gave me higher stress and made me tired of English.

  In 2004, I became a junior and I seriously concerned about my English. It had not been got better at all. So I decided to go abroad and took a semester of Intensive English Language Program(IELP) in Brock University, Canada. On the very first day of the program, all students took level test and we were divided into 6 bands. From Monday to Friday, I had 5 classes in a day. Listening, speaking, reading, grammar and writing classes from 9AM to 3PM. 

  Listening and Speaking classes were similar with classes that I had in Korea. Reading and writing classes were something new for me. One of the text books in reading class was Sherlock Holmes. It lets me know joy of reading. The most impressive class was grammar class. What I had learned in grammar class in Korea was more linguistics, such as “S+V+O+C”, “have+P.P”. But in IELP, the teacher showed 2~3 sentences on a board and explained the structure of them within 5 minutes. The sentences have same basic structure. Rest of the time we practiced the structure again and again by several activities. I acquired the grammar expression without hard work. 

  Personally, I liked a writing teacher. She was such an energetic person. In her class I felt like I’m taking a lecture in University course. During a class, she often asked us “Do you have any question so far?”or “Are you with me?” and then adjusted speed of class. When she gave time to write essays, she moved around classroom and checked how students are doing. Sometimes she asked each students the concept of their essay and she suggested better ideas. 

  Beginning of the IELP, I was disappointed with the class. I paid a lot for the program but I felt teachers did not do much in the class. Most of classes students did ourselves. For example, team projects and presentation. Later, I realized this is more effective way to learn English, I could see improvement of my English.

  In Canada, I stayed with homestay family. They were also good English teachers for me. Every dinner, homestay Mom asked me what I have done for today and she sometimes corrected my pronunciation. I acquired many expressions that school dose not teach me, such as “There you go”, “No way”, “Oh, dear”, etc. I noticed the meaning of the expressions from situations without explaining of the meaning.    

  After I came back from Canada, I found many things had been changed, not only my English but also my point of view on language. I realized English is not a subject, it is a part of life and culture. In the past, I thought taking classes and solving problems on workbooks are only ways to learn English. But now I enjoy reading novels written in English, watching American TV program. I try to make English as a routine life and I don’t feel I’m studying it. The experience in Canada have influenced me a lot and let me know that learning language is onething studying subjects.
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