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I have experienced two different second language environments. I started to learn English when I went to middle school. But at 26 years old, I was not able to speak English very well even though I have studied English for a long time which is for 13 years. I could speak very simple sentences like my name, age and hobby etc. When I was 26 years old I went to the Philippines to study English. I have studied English for 3 years there and now, I can speak English fluently compared to the first environment experience. I think my first language learning experience was a failure and the second part was a success. I will describe my language learning experiences based on my personal beliefs to concepts learned in the TESOL o1 module: characteristics of adult learners, traditional vs. modern classrooms, teacher types and effective teaching. 

The first element for my success in the second language environment is my age. At that time I was not a middle or high school student who was passive but an active adult. I had my own goals to study English and I knew my objectives. That’s why I was motivated to study and I don’t need anybody to push me to study English. My background experiences and knowledge were helpful to understand contents as well.  

The next element is related to classroom, type of teachers and the affectivity of teaching. When I remember my English teachers during my first part language learning experience, all of them have the same style. One of them, my high school first grade teacher Mr. Kim came into the classroom with a textbook. He had prepared a lot of things to teach.  Most things he prepared were focus on English vocabulary and grammar.  So he taught the important thing that we needed in the test which was Grammar and Vocabulary. He didn’t use other materials and didn’t give us activities to speak in English. He wrote the lessons on the blackboard and I copied it on my notebook. After writing he explained what those are and let us memorizes all. So I didn’t have any motivation to learn English and English time was so boring to me. The teacher’s style is explainer. This is the traditional teaching-learning experience I had. 

However, the second part language learning experience is different. I was in the Philippine from June 2008 to May 2011. I met many foreign teachers; one of them is my ESL teacher Ms. Mary Jane who effectively helped me in studying English actively. She showed that learning English takes time and experience, especially when integrating vocabulary, grammar, conversation and listening. She teaches English with a course book which includes a lot of activities like English songs, easy dialogues with auditory and visual materials and even games. She respects and challenges students as well as built rapport with all her students. Teacher is both an involver and an enabler type. She has a good relationship with students even after school. I experience an atmosphere which enables me to learn English. I often go shopping with her, had dinner with her and even visited her house. This is the best environment for learning English language. This helped me improve my English and her lessons helped me have interests in learning English continuously.   
To conclude, when I reflect on my experiences of second language environments I can say it is effective studying in a foreign country. But I’m not suggesting that everybody should go abroad to study English. It does not depend on the place. It’s up to the teacher’s style and method. If a teacher gives effort to know the effective teaching styles and accepts different methods, we can make good environments for studying English even in Korea. 
