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My journey to English acquisition
Be not afraid of going slowly; be afraid only of standing still. ~Chinese Proverb
I have been studying English for about 20 years since the first grade in my middle school. 20 years! Could you believe it? Even though I’ve learned English for a long time, I’m still in difficult with communicating with English speakers. Someone says “Anybody who studies English for at least 2 hours a day through 5 years can use English freely in speaking, writing, reading and listening.” Haven’t I spent on studying English so many times? Why do I still look into a sentence twice whenever reading book and can’t respond as soon as I listen to others? Through looking back my learning style, classrooms, teacher types, and so on, I’d like to get better in using English and have ESL teaching beliefs.
My experience on learning English took place mostly in school and institution like other ordinary Korean people of my age. 

In the middle school, I first saw the alphabet and heard the sound of English. It was very interesting and exciting for the teen-aged girl to enter another new world. I studied very hard during the middle school days because I liked my English teacher and I dreamed to be an English teacher. My first English teacher was very good for me though some students might dislike her. As she was the facilitator and I was self-directed person, my first year of English lessons was so successful. Everyday I was delightful to learn new world as much as new word.

However, for a long time since then, I haven’t experienced the novelty as much. I’ve just studied for mandatory examination with a burden on my shoulder. I couldn’t take any pleasure from the teacher-centered classrooms. They kept on chalking and talking, and only focusing on receptive. In high school days, those got worse and worse. Through reading and translating over and over again, I’ve got exhausted. .Without any feedback and activities, I seemed confront with the huge wall of English. I didn’t like specially memorizing new long word for examination. After entering the university, I intentionally avoid language test like TOEIC, TOFLE. 
Considering the way to be proficient in English, I found some good way. It was English radio program. As I couldn’t afford to go abroad to learn English, I must have taken this opportunity. There are many various and practical English program in EBS. Since 2000 every morning, I have been listening to news, dialogs and expressions. But It’s not perfect way to speak English fluently unless I have many opportunity to meet with native speakers and review them everyday. And also it’s very hard to get away from traditional learning system- translating English into Korean.
Recently, I finally registered English institution for TOEIC. In Korea, many companies asked the score of TOEIC to classify the applicant for the job. Regardless of the score I’d like to have the excitement again which I felt at first in learning English. The teacher in the institution was so energetic and humorous. They have special system that I’ve never seen. They have many pictures corresponding with all most of necessary English word and grammar. Students didn’t need to translate Korean into English. After just once seeing the English sentence below the picture, students can make sentence with erasing the sentence. They emphasized on the image not the translation. It was very helpful for me to use English beyond any other method, but sooner or later I realized that it also should be paid as much as my life. No pain, no gain.

Until now, no one blame me for not being fluent in English but I’m ashamed of my English for myself in spite of the long term. However, every moment I saw many expatriate in Korea over 10 years, they still feel difficult in speaking Korean, I recognize that second language acquisition isn’t so simple and easy. 
Clearly speaking, in Korea, we have been changing in learning English from receptive skills to productive skills. Many people are focusing on the communication rather than knowledge of grammar and vocabulary. With this trend, we have to keep taking effort on finding the efficient way to master English. And I want to get another big hint through this TESOL program. In addition, I want to be a good teacher, combining with teaching style - explainer, involver and enabler, who assist students to go over many barriers to English. 
