Teaching types

15/10/11

Jean Lee

 I have studied English since I was a child. I have experienced many types of teaching methods. When I was younger, my English teachers were “Explainers” who explained grammar and vocabulary. Usually, we had more than 40 students in a class and as I recall, the classes were very quiet. Then, I took ESL classes as an adult while I was in the United States. My ESL teachers in the US were “Involvers” who tried to involve the students in class. Usually, approximately 20 students from all over the world were studying in the class, focusing mostly on reading and writing. There was a discussion class, but it was an extracurricular class, and it was for students from different levels. This class was where I met an “enabler” type of teacher. When I chose the discussion class, I expected to speak more in that class because the focus was on speaking. My expectation was that all students would be able to practice speaking. However, I spoke less than I did in my usual classes. Most of the time, I just sat there feeling embarrassed. This was a prime example of a failure through “enabler” the teaching type.
*Explainer

When I was in middle school and high school, most classes were traditional classes. They were very teacher centered; students were not allowed to talk in the classes. It was the same way in the English classes. Even though we were learning a language, we barely had a chance to talk. In the traditional classes, most teachers were “explainers”. Teachers explained and there was a lot of chalk and talk. The students just had to listen and write down what teachers said or wrote. Students were evaluated solely based on their receptive skills. As a result, when I went to the United States, my written English was good enough to get into a high level class, but my spoken English was at a much lower level than other students. I believe written English is important, but teaching only written English is not enough. It is of little use if you know it, but don’t know how to use it. This is why we should try to avoid the “explainer” teaching method.
*Involver

In the US, English classes were modern classes. They were student centered, and students were supposed to talk aloud. There was a lot of group work and a variety of activities. In modern classes, teachers are usually “involvers” who give opportunities to students to talk and participate more. Teachers gave us the information, and then let us find examples or try role playing. The class was focused on communication and the teacher was a helper. Even though the students didn’t get a chance to talk for the whole class, they were able to speak and be involved for at least half of the time. 
*Enabler
Sometimes, we see “enablers” teaching English classes. I think the teacher of the discussion class wanted to be an “enabler,” which was a very good idea because it was a discussion class and teacher shouldn’t be involved too much. However, I think teaching that discussion class as an “enabler” was a failure due to the variety of levels. The reason it was a failure was that there were too many students who felt isolated. Even though the teacher knew that there were intermediate to advanced students, she didn’t consider the difference in levels and didn’t try to help the lower-level students at all. She was sitting in the classroom watching students discuss. In that class, there were about 30 students, and only the few students who were good at spoken English were talking. The rest of the students had to listen and didn’t get a chance to talk. The teacher wasn’t even trying to encourage the rest of the class. She did a very good job as an “enabler”, but the “enabler” type was not fit for the class. First, there were too many students in that class and more importantly, they were from different levels. Unfortunately students who were in lower levels were not involved.

I was told that the “enabler” type of teacher is the ideal type in teaching English and I agree with that opinion. However, to operate a class as an “enabler” teacher, you need to have advanced students in the class and small number of students. That way, I believe you can have a successful class. Ultimately, I think a teacher needs to utilize skills from a variety of teacher types.
