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 “Teach a Man to Fish or Give Him a Fish”
I love watching American movies and dramas. One day, I was watching “The Lord of The Rings” with English subtitle in a movie theater. I suddenly realized that I was only reading the subtitles to understand the movie. After watching it, I couldn’t remember the spectacular scenery in the movie. I felt so ignorant. It made me desire to study English. 
I have studied English for more than 15 years. However, I always considered myself to be an average Korean who couldn’t speak English at all. I had studied English grammar and vocabulary, but I hadn’t learnt how to speak English in school in Korea. I didn’t have any goals for English either. I did however have lots of life experiences since I got out of Bundang high school. My dream was to work on a new field using my improved English skills. As a result of becoming an autonomous and self-directed learner, I traveled to the Philippines and Australia to further improve my English skills acquisition when I was 27 years old. I knew that it wouldn’t be easy to learn a new language.
Studying in the Philippines was very similar to studying in South Korea. My class in NEO the Philippines was very traditional style. My teachers usually explained all the lessons following by the books. We had lots of conversation, but it couldn’t still get out of the “Chalk and Talk” style. I didn’t like the style much because I didn’t just want to know the letters and meaning in English. I wanted to speak English as a second language. I learnt English grammar a lot during this time, but I still couldn’t achieve engaging in a general conversation fluently in English when I left the Philippines. 
I took an ESL course in IH in Australia from September 2008 to November 2008, and there were 12 students of 7 different nationalities. All of us had different education in each country, so that might be a reason that my teacher was hard to group us together. Despite the grouping debacle, the class turned out to reflect a modern style classroom. My teacher, Chris, was an enabler who was very confident, energetic and well-prepared for the class. He usually brought some visual material to get us into the lesson quickly. He liked making us into pairs and made us share our opinions on the given topic. While we were having a debate, he gave us some information, corrected our wrong vocabulary and controlled the class to get our ideas by ourselves. I genuinely feel he was a good guide for me because he made me and my classmates prepare next lesson. Owing to preparation, I improved on my lexis, expression and grammar skills by myself. I received correction and feedback from him in class and this really served to encourage and involve me ever deeper in furthering my passion for studying English.
Teachers’ job is to help learning. I think teachers don’t need to teach everything in class. Students can learn many things from books and other materials beside the teachers. Indeed, teachers are responsible for creating the environments to study and motivating the students. According to a theory of adult education, “Andragogy” which was developed by the American educator Malcolm Knowles, adult learners need to know the reason for learning something. They need to be responsible for their decisions on education, and they need to respond better to internal versus external motivations. That means adults study what they want following the students’ motivations. So the teachers’ role is to keep giving them motivation and remind them why they have to study them. 
I teach young learners now, but I want to teach adults in the future. Young learners might be able to follow new languages naturally, but adults are different. Adults also need encouraged and motivation to study continually, and they have to know why they learn new languages.   

In conclusion, I will be an enabler who will teach my students how to fish, and not just to give a fish without their own efforts. I will try to understand rightly what my students want and what they need. I will give them proper environment to learn English effectively and encourage them to keep studying English until they attain their goals.     
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