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Learning become much more effective, when a learner has a specific goal or reason
Most of Korean students learn English normally for 6years from the middle school to high school. Students who go to university will learn 4more years. Don’t you think 6years is enough time to learn 2nd language? Frankly speaking, I always had a good grade of English during my middle and high school and had a quite high score on TOEIC during university. I knew a lot of vocabularies and grammar but couldn’t speak even a simple sentence in English at all. What I become able to speak English is when I attended a language institute at the Philippines for 3months. What could make me speak English? I’m going to compare learning English between Korea and the Philippines and figure out what made me speak English.

Everyone might know how we are taught in school. Teachers give a lecture and students take notes and memorize vocabularies and sentences. Teacher didn’t give students many chances to speak out and practice English. Most teachers in our school were all explainer and focused on giving lecture only. Also test was done to evaluate whether students understand teacher’s lecture. You’ll see that many Koreans can read and understand English but not able to speak. This is because when they learned English, speaking English was never necessary. What do you think the goal or reason of English learning for middle and high school students? It’s quite apparent to get a good grade. Therefore students try to improve reading, listening and writing not speaking. This can explain the reason why a person who has a high score on TOEIC can’t speak English. This test is focused on listening and reading only. In this environment, a learner doesn’t want to spend their time and efforts on improving speaking skills. 
Let me give another example. I had attended at language institute for 6months to improve English speaking skill. A class was consisted of 30minutes practicing of sentences by using drills and 30minutes free talking with classmates. A teacher gave students many chances to speak and did various activities. However I can’t say I improved the speaking skills a lot through the class. Why Is that so? Let’s look at the learning environment at the Philippines and compare.
I had three classes such as 1:1, 1:4 and 1:8 a day. The class and teacher type of 1:4 and 1:8 wasn’t that different from the class that I had in Korea. However a teacher of my 1:1 class was apparently different from the other teachers I met. He’s always aware of how I think and feel and tried to know why I study English, what I need and what difficulty in speaking English I have. He was enabler and I noticed that he also knew well the characteristic of adult learners like Adults are goal-oriented and relevancy oriented. Therefore he could give a proper help on developing speaking skills. There was another factor that made the big difference. It’s related to one of characteristics of adult learner that “Adults are relevancy-oriented”. I learned how to speak at many different places and situations during previous English class in Korea. However I didn’t have chances to use that expression I learned. I spent 30 minutes free talking time on talking like what’s your favorite something? Or what did you do yesterday? Of course the text book gave many different topics but the talking didn’t go well as text book suggested. After the class, there was no chance to speak English at all. For this reason, at that time my speaking skill is just suitable for asking and answering simple matters. In the Philippines, on the other hand learning was connected to actual needs like ordering food at the restaurant, asking and giving a direction, complaining on something and so on. The reason to speak English in the Philippines looks more apparent than in Korea. 
As we can see through above three different cases, first of all, the goal or reason of learning is important. Therefore teacher should try to know it so that teachers can help proper reaction to the students. If students had no specific reason or goal to learn, teacher should help students to find it. This is the first thing teachers have to do. After then, make the environment that maximizes actual needs of students then learning will occur more effectively.   
