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A Second Language Environment that I Experienced

The second language environment I am going to write on about is an English class I had when I was going to Vienna International School (VIS) in Austria. It was a 10th grade class, composed of students who had English as their second or third language. It was more like an ESL class than a regular English class at a school which has its curriculum in English. The teacher of the class was Mr. Carder. He was British, and spoke six different languages including French, Spanish, and German. He was an old man with white hair. He had a lot of experience of teaching ESL students, and he was one of the teachers who stayed at VIS the longest. One of the reasons why I liked him was that he had a sense of humor, and always tried to make the class environment bright and cheerful. Following is my analysis of him as a teacher and his teaching method.
First of all, regarding the characteristics of adult learners, Mr. Carder was very respectful. In fact, some of the characteristics were naturally based in teaching manners of every teacher at VIS, such as the second characteristic ‘Adults have experience and knowledge’, because teachers knew it from the beginning that students were so different as the school was an international school with students from more than 90 different countries. But since high school 10th graders can hardly be considered as ‘adults’, it is uncertain how I should elaborate on his teaching manner to students. That is because most of the time students were not autonomous or self-directed, goal-oriented, or relevancy-oriented. Nonetheless, I still can say that Mr. Carder respected those characteristics of students (if any) because he never order like a dictator, always respected what students say by listening carefully and showing he really was into what he or she was saying, and taught what should have been taught in a 10th grade English class.
As a teacher, Mr. Carder was more of an involver. He used various ways to teach students such as by showing relevant movies, and explained things a lot. Students were allowed to ask questions, and at some point everyone had to say something in class because if he noticed someone being too quiet and not actively involved, he would try to make the person speak up by asking his or her opinion. Although he was a very friendly teacher who students liked a lot, I do not think he was an enabler. This is not because he was a bad teacher, but because his teaching style was more tilted towards traditional ways of teaching than modern ways. Although both receptive and communicative skills were considered important, the class was most of the time teacher-centered and lecture-based. Group works were minimal, therefore the teacher naturally became the most important person in class, with less of students’ leadership role. Such aspect makes him an involver, but not yet an enabler.
I think Mr. Carder’s method of teaching was a fairly mixed one. But in that most of the time the students focused on reading a book, it may be not wrong to say his method mostly resembled the Grammar Translation Method (GTM). Like it is for a class with the GTM, each student had his or her turn to read a certain part of a book aloud. The books were English literature texts such as Pride and Prejudice, Anna Karenina, and A Midsummer Night’s Dream. But unlike a typical GTM class, students sometimes watched movies that originate from these literatures. Moreover, grammar and lexis were not extensively focused. Rather, the aim of studying literature was to understand the contents as well as to encourage students to communicate in English about the books we read in class. In this sense, I think Mr. Carder’s method can be said to be a mixture of the GTM and the Direct Method (DM).
In conclusion, I really liked Mr. Carder and his sense of humor that made even the most boring literature class into a joy. I think if I become a teacher one day, I would like to try some of his teaching methods by myself. But it could have been much better if more student-oriented activities such as group works and presentations were added to encourage learning. Furthermore, addition of various visual and multi-media sources that may attract students’ attention would be great, too.
