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My Teaching Beliefs
        The best teacher I’ve ever had is professor Mathew from Canada in 2002. He teaches English for students during summer vacations in my university. I took his class for two months when I was a senior. His lecture was all about how to write and speak in English efficiently. I think he managed his class successfully, because he tried to maximize student interaction in class using effective teaching skills and understanding characteristic of adult learners well.
First, I can define his teaching type as enabler. In his class, he was aware of how students think and feel. So, he knew well each student’s characteristics. Some of them were autonomous (independent) and self-directed, some of them were relevancy (reason) – oriented. That time, I was goal-oriented because of TOEIC and English interview in order to work for a foreign company. 
Second, he really liked free talking in small groups and maximizing student interaction in class. For example, encourage a friendly, relaxed learning environment and if possible, arrange seating so that students can all see each other and talk to each other. Also, make use of pairs and small groups to maximize opportunities for students to speak and encourage interaction between students rather than only between student and teacher, and teacher and student. Further, he followed Affective Filter Hypothesis as a second language acquisition. So, I could learn well in an environment where they are free to make mistakes, now I am thinking, it was a success. Thanks to him, I have worked in one foreign company for eight years.
Lastly, he had effective techniques such as using rewards or punishments. When students did well discuss topics each other, he gave them candies as a positive reward as well also let his students go to see a movie all together after class. On the contrary, when his students didn’t speak louder clearly, he took away their break time and let them submit extra work a lot as  negative punishment. Further, in order to make his student speak and write correctly, he applied both Communicative Language Teaching Method (CLT) and Audio-Lingual Method (ALM) using visual materials such as DVD, power-point, then he increased opportunities for Student Talking Time looking around and walking around. Furthermore, he always dressed up, was punctual and listened to his students’ opinions carefully to show his respect.
       To conclude, I would like to say that Enabler style teaching leads to success. It will be not easy for me to become an Enabler, but I realize that how important classroom interaction is to me, especially teacher’s skills in enabling interaction. Completing these three things may be a difficult process, but if I become an English teacher, I will encourage a very friendly, relaxed learning environment and get students to ask questions, give explanations, expressions to encourage them to speak and listen to each other, and sometimes will use traditional teaching techniques as a multiple choice based on my experiences.
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