[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.jpg]



[image: image6.jpg]



Acropolis: “High city” in Greek. In English, “Citadel.” Settlement on a hill, for defense purposes. Parthenon is located here.
[image: image7.jpg]



Pupil: a student, usually young ones. Mostly used in Britain.
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Revolt
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Uncomplaining 
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Scorn
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Athens
Athens became especially prosperous during the period from 500 to 430 B.C. This period is called the Golden Age of Athens. It is also known as the Golden Age of Pericles because Pericles, a famous politician and speaker, was able to influence government voting on various issues. One of his most important achievements was to organize the rebuilding of the Acropolis, a hill where a group of temples had been destroyed by the Persians. This included the Parthenon, one of the most famous buildings of ancient Greece.

The Golden Age of Athens was a time of great writing and learning. During this time, Athens became the center of Greek civilization and culture. Many great artists and thinkers came to Athens and thrived. Great architecture and sculpture was created and plays were performed in open-air theaters.

Philosophy also thrived during this era. Philosophy means the love of knowledge and wisdom. Socrates was a great Athenian philosopher. He was a teacher who asked his students careful questions. In order to answer these questions, the students would be forced to learn how to think. One of his students, Plato, wrote down the talks of Socrates and his pupils. Plato also became a teacher and a philosopher, and one of his most famous philosophy students was Aristotle. Aristotle was one of the first to look for the truth about things by testing facts and organizing ideas in a logical way. He was a scientist as well as a philosopher.
Sparta

Sparta was a military state. Its soldiers became the most powerful in Greece and were known for their bravery. Every male Spartan had to become a soldier. Young boys left their homes when they were seven years old to begin their military training. They were taught to be loyal to the state and to obey orders. Men had to serve in the army until they were 60 years of age.

Spartan women were treated differently from Athenian women. They were citizens and were viewed as equals to men. Women did not become soldiers, but young girls had to stay physically fit and were trained in gymnastics, boxing, wrestling, and running. Women usually married by the age of 20 and were encouraged to have many children.

The Spartans conquered Messenia and made slaves of the people. The slaves were used to work the land and construct buildings. About 650 B.C., the slaves revolted. It took about 20 years for Sparta to regain total control.

Because of their emphasis on the military, Spartans did little in the arts and sciences. Today, when we use the word spartan, we mean plain and uncomplaining. Spartans viewed the Athenian way of life with scorn. In 431 B.C., the Peloponnesian War broke out. Sparta defeated Athens after 27 years of war.
