               Education Remains Forever
Peter F. Drucker, An American writer and management consultant once quoted, “Knowledge has to be improved, challenged, and increased constantly, or it vanishes.” His theory about knowledge and learning resembles my own experience of learning a second language in High School to a certain extent. During my six years of High School Education in Sydney, Australia, I came across three different English teachers, each with their own teaching styles and methodology. Some were very constructive, while others hindered my learning experience of a second language. The reason for and against will be addressed below. 
My first English teacher, Mrs Bennett, had a very positive attitude and was always encouraging, which I can still recall and remember as a valuable learning experience. Mrs. Bennett fully understood the academic level of our class, as I was in the lower half of the English classes in years 7 and 8, thus took more of a productive modern based teaching approach, engaging the whole class as one. She acknowledged and respected the fact that each and every one of us had different ways and capacity of absorbing a new language; hence, taking a different role to meet each individual’s needs and wants. She identified that I was an autonomous learner, thus guiding me to set my own goals in accordance with my motivation. After establishing each student’s different characteristics towards learning, her lessons were mostly task based lessons such as interviewing each other and presenting a speech in front of the class, promoting more communication and creating an effective friendly learning atmosphere. She enabled me to gain confidence despite the fear of encountering a whole new language, helping me to excel and improve my English at a substantial level. 

My second Teacher, Ms Green, on the other hand, had a slightly different methodology towards teaching compared to Mrs Bennett. She was in charge of my English education through years 9 to 10, which meant the easy going days were over as I was gearing half way through my High School education. Ms Green’s approach was that students in her class should follow her instructions in a relatively strict and clear manner, especially if it was related to the course syllabus. Ms Green seemed to be more of “The involver” type as she believed and respected that each student had their own way of learning, however gave the class a set time for each activities and moved on to the next task even though some groups hadn’t finished or had come to a clear conclusion. Ms Green shifted time to time from traditional teaching and modern teaching. Some lessons would be purely based on textbook work and students had to adapt to more receptive skills such as reading and listening. Her teaching methodology at times seemed repetitive and boring, however overall, she allowed me to acquire some important skills such as time management, that were required in the last two years of High School education as it become a lot more demanding and stressful.

My third and last Teacher, Mr Khurshed, took a total different approach to teaching English compared to Mrs Bennett and Ms Green, which in the end, assisted me to succeed in the Higher School Certificate (HSC) exams. Mr Khurshed conducted a traditional way of teaching from the start, outlining the main topics that needed to be covered for the HSC exam. The only characteristic of me and the whole class as learners of a second language that he recognized and respected was that we were all relevancy orientated. He forced me into believing that in order to achieve high marks in English and succeed in future was basically to complete the course requirements. There weren’t much interaction, if any, between the teacher and the students as his lessons were solely based on lecturing, transmitting one way knowledge into us. He was an absolute “Explainer,” pouring information into us like the “Jug and Mug” concept. Mr Khurshed didn’t comply with the three core values of teaching throughout the final two years, which I was not used to. However, this meant everyone had to keep up his pace and adapt to his teaching standards because we knew that was the only way to succeed, which in the end helped me score high marks in the final exams. 
The three teachers illustrated all different methods and practices that could be incorporated into teaching a second language. Some were more entertaining and enjoyable than others, while some were more informative and constructive. Due to the diverse and dynamic approaches each undertook, my overall experience of learning a second language was very successful and still remains vivid in my memories. Hence, I don’t think there is an absolute right answer to what type of teaching seems appropriate and more effective as each individual being has different values, ideas and morals towards learning.
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