My Second Language Acquisition Experience

I. Introduction

My background-
More than 20years have passed since I graduated from the university. I still love learning foreign 

language and I hope to talk with native speakers without big difficulties. 

That’s the reason why I was looking for English class in the middle of forties. 

Many department stores and local communities offer various kinds of cultural classes for adults’ education. I took English class in Hyundai department store for almost one year. 

And I was shocked that my grammar and vocabulary power were poor compare to other students in the class. I realized that I have to study really hard to catch up with them and I decided to spend more time in improving my English abilities.
And so far today I still go forward to achieve what I want to be.

II. Body
Traditional- Modern classrooms-
Unlike other academy in Korea, I didn’t take the placement test to get assigned to the class 

because there were only two classes for adults. I took both classes at the beginning. The first impression of my teacher was stern and strict.  That class carried out under the teacher’s leading and lectures based on the textbooks. The teacher wrote something on the board, students just 
copied them on the notebooks. We had very little chances of group works and discussions between students. She had a vast knowledge of the subject and was so desperate to deliver her lecture to students but students were not capable of taking all the knowledge from her.  It’s like brain dumping. she was just explainer and not a facilitator. She didn’t care too much about student’s participation and make the class fun and enjoyable. So the class was very dull and  

boring. Whenever we made wrong answers, she gave us a dirty look as if we were very silly and stupid.

The class was teacher –centered, focused only on reading and listening skills. In terms of modern teaching, we place high premiums on student-centered, create variety of activities between 
students.

Effective Teaching-
One of my best teachers is named Clair(not me I’m Clara). She was about my younger sister’s age. She knew how to get along well with students, had a good sense of humor. Every class, she brought up humorous stories and jokes to break the rigid atmosphere. Of course, all the jokes were related to the class topic to keep them memorize longer. I think this is one of recommendable teaching methods. My classmates consisted of 80% of middle aged women & 
20% of office workers. She always gave clear & positive feedbacks to students. 
Lot’s of compliments and encouragements made us build our strong confidence and boost our self-esteem. because we were old learners & getting forgettable with age. We tend to be very sensitive and easily affected by young learners. She knew that it is really hard for old learners to come up with creative thinking and took more time to make correct answers in class. she used many pictures, wall charts to make ourselves understood. She was warm hearted, friendly, and caring person. Even she was younger than us . everybody in class respected her from the bottom of heart

Adult leaner characteristics-
Adult learners are goal oriented. They are responsible for their learning. One student I can still remember is named Teresa(her Christian name).  she was around sixty years old, born in southern

Kyungsang province, has strong accent. Her pronunciation was not clear, sometimes not correct. 
But she was never late & never skipped classes. The reason makes her learn English at this very late age was to be a good English tour guide. What a wonderful dream she has!  She has strong enthusiasm to become a guide. Rumors going around that she is really busy showing tourists around at Kyungbok Palace. There is a saying ‘ BETTER LATE THAN NOTHING” AGE IS NOTHING BUT A NUMBER”  these two sentences gave me a  good motivation to take this TESOL course
III. Conclusions
Most students remember the best teacher they’ve ever had in their lives. Teacher should respect every student’s ability & help them to pull it out from student with encouraging and using 
suitable ways. Students have their own strengths & their preferred ways of learning. So teacher need to find ways to meet their expectations. this TESOL class make me think what types of teacher I should be in the future.
