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Is ‘Respect to Students’ Necessarily Important in Effective Teaching?

 “What is your NATIONALITY?”  This was the first question I was asked by my ESL teacher, Ms. Mangroot, on my first day at International School of Bangkok.  The night before, as any untrained, nervous, non-English speaking student would, I practiced over and over the expected questions; “What is your name?’, “How old are you?” and “Where are you from?”  The word, ‘nationality’ just was not on my list.  My mind went blank, I froze.  She repeated the question two more times, her voice growing louder each time.  Finally, my mouth barely moved to say, “I don’t know.”  The moment my solemn words broke the silence, she shrilled in laughter in front of all my new classmates, adding “You don’t know where you are from?”
Ms. Mangroot not only made my first day of learning English a nightmare, but the entire semester.  She wanted control over students.  She did not allow students to talk except when answering questions she addressed to class, even then the permission to speak was granted only after she nodded to the raised hand.  Her method of teaching English was simple.  She enjoyed lengthy lectures, made students read stories quietly and gave out quizzes.  As a ‘beginner’, it was difficult for me to follow up on the daily lessons.  However, I did not dare to ask questions because I knew she would embarrass me with harsh criticism, rather than the desired positive feedback.  The rapport was unfriendly, rather scary, and the affective filter was too high.  I was always intimidated by her threatening attitude and became a student not wanting to speak a word in English.
Following year, I met the most amazing teacher, Ms. Timmons, as my English tutor.  Rather than teaching English in the traditional style, she let me pick up the language naturally.  We went to the groceries together, baked cookies, swam in her swimming pool and watched cartoons.  There were days other ESL students would join, and we played lots of games together.  Ms. Timmons let us help and teach each other.  She respected students and established a student-centered learning atmosphere.  Also, she was eager to lead us to experience various activities, such as hand puppet plays and fun worksheets.  She was always thorough in explaining subjects clearly, using a variety of supporting materials.  Her means of teaching satisfied all visual, auditory and tactile-kinesthetic learning modes.  Her effective teaching skills gradually helped me grow confidence in English.
I feel that I have been privileged to have experienced two very different types of teachers.  From my personal experience, I have learnt the dos and don’ts in teaching students.  Ms. Mangroot was a firm ‘explainer’ who enjoyed educating students in the ‘traditional’ way.  I suppose what she lacked mostly in teaching was her respect for students.  A teacher, who genuinely respects students, would attempt to acquire various teaching techniques to find ways to actively involve students in class.  The teacher would really listen to the students, provide constructive feedback, and most of all, create student-friendly open classroom atmosphere with low affective filter.  Such was the case with Ms. Timmons.  She was an ‘involver’ who enjoyed ‘modern’ teaching, especially focusing on ‘experiential’ and ‘cooperative’ aspects.  Her sincere respect for students naturally made her strive harder to look for ways to effectively teach students.
I believe that respect is a key element for success as an educator.  Earnest respect for students would not only enhance their learning curve, but it would also promote a mutual bond between the teacher and the students.  A relationship based on respect would allow the teacher to reach out to each student to encourage their individual learning success and actively lead the students to higher learning.  I desire to become a teacher who can create such bond.  I would indulge myself to educate the students with the various techniques and skills and lead the class by example and passion.  My past learning experiences would be an important guide, as I had personally took part in both effective and ineffective learning techniques and environments.  I hope to utilize what I learned to train myself to become the teacher that any student wishes to learn from.
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