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As an average Korean, I have been exposed to necessary of learning English for 

very long time. It’s safe to say my English learning experience has been over 15 years 

since the first time was when I was an elementary school student. However, the learning 

experience hasn’t been always effective or challenging. As a person whose goal is to be 

a successful English teacher, I’d like to also learn from my past lessons and adapt to be 

better.  

When I was 12, I attended private English academy for kids. It was mostly about 

having fun with friends and teachers and getting familiar with the new language through 

various games and activities. Using colorful cards, pop songs, drawing activities and so 

on, I think teachers in the academy performed the involver type successfully. At that 

time I felt like I was only playing and not studying at all. Looking back on it, it was really 

effective way to get children involve in learning something new. I believe this experience 

was the eventual big help for me. The first impression was so powerful that it actually 

helped me go through following such long and uninteresting public school English era.

Unlike the private academy, middle and high school English was all about getting 

good grades. Since the goal was clearly set, my school teachers stuck to their best 

known teaching method; explanation, handwriting on the board, and pressuring 

students on the test score. I’m not saying those explainer types weren’t any good, they 

contributed to my learning at some level too, but it was painfully tedious and ineffective. 

Especially learning language by this monotonous way, such as students only being at 

the receiving end of knowlege, was just not working enough. It wasn’t suprising to see 

many students fell asleep in the class and later lost track of curriculum completely. 

After high school, my interest upon English became very thin. My major in 

college was not even close to English, so I didn’t need to look into it. However, I 

happened to get a chance to study in New York for a moment. During my stay in New 

York, I attended ESL course which led me to have interest in English once again. 

Speaking English was a whole different challenge, and the teacher who helped me was 

a great enabler type. She encouraged students to talk out loud and not be afraid of 

mistakes. She never put students to shame by their mistakes, but always found 

something to learn from them. Often she let us choose our own interests as topics so 

we could eagerly participate in the class. In her class, I could also broke down my 

emotional barrier, which was self-consciousness, and was able to talk more comfortably 

in English. 


To conclude, as I walked back more than 15 years of English learning, there were 

some more effective ways for me. However, I think being a successful teacher is also 

not just sticking to what I believe right is right. To bring out what is most needed in each 

student, I think it’s best to mix accordingly the main types of teacher; explainer, involver, 

and enabler.  

