76 TESOL WEEKEND / JENIN LEE

ESSAY 02:
HOW TO DEAL WITH DIFFICULT SENARIOS AS A TEACHER
Teachers must stay calm and be patient on students even when they are in difficult scenarios working with the students. There can be many different scenarios, but below three examples are what I may have to deal with as an English teacher in future. 
- The institution I am working at is very strict on “English Only” policy, and I am to implement and enforce this rule to the students.
- Some students are frequently late to class or are absent.

- Students need to prepare for lesson presentations that must be done throughout the school year and are asking for my help.

As for the first scenario, if I hear any student speaks Korean during the class, I will go up to that student and will ask “Will you please say that again in English?” If the student knows how to say what he or she had just said in English, then I will ask him or her to say it out loud again three times. If the student does not know how to say what he or she had just said in English, then I will help the student to translate that into English and ask the student to repeat loudly after me three times. This situation may embarrass the student because everyone else in the classroom will be watching him or her doing it, and so this student will try not to speak other language in class in future again.
The students who are constantly late or absent will be always a big challenge for the teacher. For the tardiness, I will tell all the students on the first day of the class that if anyone is late without any pre-information, then the whole class will wait until that student comes. Maybe I can give the class some self work to do while waiting for the late student. Of course, if the student is being too late, I would have to start the class, but the student who is late will feel pressure with the situation that the whole class is waiting for him or her to come, so he or she will try to keep the time in future. I think this will also help the students to become more responsible on keeping times.
And for absence, I will give the absent student extra homework as a penalty. Since the student had missed the lesson, this will help the student to catch up the lesson with other students. If the student is being constantly late, then I may call or text that student before the class and ensure he or she comes. I believe sometimes little attention will bring big differences. 
Students may always ask help from the teacher on their lesson presentations. To ensure they have this prepared in time, I would first ask the students to submit the ‘Time and Action Plan’. If this ‘Time and Action Plan’ is not detailed, then I will help and guide the students to plan it in more details and then will help the students along, following based on the timelines each has. Since presentation needs a lot of practice, I would give enough time to practice and make sure the students feel ready and comfortable with the presentation subject and also with talking in front of other people with confidence. 
Although teaching may not be easy, I believe it is the best job learning how to handle different kind of situation with different kind of people. This is where I find this job attractive. More learning about working with others will train me to become a better teacher and a better person.
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