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Looking back upon my experience I had in the past learning English, I found that many of my experiences were taken place in the traditional classrooms where mainly involved with chalkboards, textbooks, and taking notes on paper. And very limited methods and tools were available for teachers to use as a teaching aid for their students. From my experience I’d like to say that it does not necessary depend on how much time you have spent but on how effect method was used to achieve success in learning English

I started learning English since the first year of my junior high school and continued studying English throughout the high school and college periods. The first English I learned were basic phrases for greetings such as “Good Morning!” or “How are you?” and simple sentences for describing things like “It is a desk.” Mrs. Kim was my first English teacher. She was an explainer. She taught subjects only by lecturing and explaining and hardly used any methodology during that time. From time to time, when a new chapter began, she used a simple cassette tape player and let us listen the recording voices of textbook. The cassette tape player was the only tool for us to listen the real native speaker’s speaking and explore more in English besides her lecture. 

This kind of situation was not been changed much throughout my college education. I was not learning English language as a communication tool but I was studying it to compete the tests that based on grammar and vocabulary and mostly multiple choices. I had learned the meaning and pronunciation of a new word from a dictionary and had read English sentences in my head instead of speaking out loud. Years and years of studying in English, I might have become proficient in grammar and vocabulary; however, I had difficulties of listening and speaking English language well functionally. I had only learned reading skill from receptive skills not acquired any productive skills improved. 
After I graduated from the college in Korea, I went to study English in the U.S. I attended ESL classes at SUNY at Buffalo, New York for one year and there I had Miss Perez as my speaking class teacher. I couldn’t say that she was a explainer. Since she originally came from Mexico, English was her second language and she was still in process of learning it. She has the limited knowledge in English language and her pronunciation was not perfect comparing to the native English speakers. However, in spite of the fact that she wasn’t good at explaining, she was rather an excellent involver and enabler. From her English learning experiences, she was familiar with learning methodologies and always found interesting and appropriate activities for students to participate in. In her classroom, we worked in pairs or small groups and we wrote a short role-playing and took a part to act out. She was also a good counselor. She understood the difficulties of learning the second language and tried to help student to overcome their problem in order to leap into the next level of learning English. 

Besides Miss Perez, during the one year of studying at ESL, I was introduced an innovative way of learning and I had learned a great deal of real usages of my English knowledge. In the past my classroom was mainly traditional. It was boring and students were mostly observers. However, nowadays the traditional classrooms are not extinct, but integrated modern classrooms are increasing. These classrooms are equipped with new technologies and new methods respectfully. For example, when I was learning English, I sat down taking a note; however, as for my 4 year old daughter, when she is learning English, she stands up preparing to dance and chant along with her educational DVD. In addition, while I had looked up a dictionary to figure out the meaning and pronunciation of a new vocabulary, my daughter uses her English talking pen to communicate to its pre-programmed textbook to learn a new word. 

With using these new technologies, this modern classroom can provide students with interactive ways to learn Language skills and I am sure that this can lead to successful learning experience in English faster and effectively.

How I plan to teach English in the future? It’s hard to tell definitely for now since there are a quite difference between how I want to do and what I am really capable of.  I’d like to be a good teacher and I’d like to encourage students highly involved in teaching and learning process and I’d like to bring in appropriate methods to challenging tasks using modern integrated technologies. I believe good teachers listen well to student’s need and are passionate and understating student’s situations. From this point of view, my experience could give me a good common ground with my students. In other to that, I believe my current experience in this TESOL program would guide me to plan the right direction in the future. 

