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My experiences in second language learning
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”        – Nelson Mandela-
To begin with, learning second language is essential to communicate with people from other part of the world by becoming globalization. Main reasons of learning second language were different between in the past and these days. In the past, people learnt it to get good marks in exams so they focus on receptive skills whereas people think communication is more important than memorized some vocabulary and grammar now days.
Looking back on my personal experiences in learning English in my school days, most of the teachers had chalk-and-talk and jug-and-mug teaching styles. There was a teacher in high school named Young Suk, Kim. She was a typical type of teacher in traditional classroom. Her class was teacher-centered so students learnt very passively. During her class, I was just taking notes on what she said and what she wrote on the board. I didn’t have any opportunity to speak English. Most of her class, she taught the subject by explaining grammar and translating textbook to Korean. It was boring and students were observers. I was not able to learn how to acquire receptive and productive skills from her class. All I did in the class was memorization vocabulary and grammar but I forgot most of things after exams. In traditional classroom, teachers did not consider about their students and how effectively teach them. They just think how to get student high score from tests and to make them to enter good universities.
Compare to learning English in Korea, the class I took in Australia was more like modern classroom. There was a wonderful teacher, Bob White, who made me interested in English. His class was productive based and student involved with various activities. He was not only an involver but also enabler. He started his class with singing a song or telling a funny story relating with the topic which students would learnt in that day. Then he let students infer the topic from his action or what he did. The first thing he did in the class was drawing students’ attention to have them expectation about the topic and subject. He made students work in groups or pairs to discuss topic or have a role-play. By attending lots of activities, I had more chance to acquire productive skills during his class. In addition, once students asked questions then he asked the same questions to other students to find out the answer. Students started discussion and tried to find out correct answer. In the process of finding answer, I learnt more and remember the answer longer than when teacher just explained. After all discussion about the question, he gave us some feedback , correction and explains the answer. It helped students understand more clearly. Moreover he understood well how difficult in learning second language because he was learning French as his second language at that time so he could put himself in students’ shoes. He encouraged students to talk comfortably and participate in class.
Through my learning experiences, I think that students will be taught more effectively by an involver, an enabler or in between. By attending various activities and researches, they can gain their knowledge on their own and understand clearly. Teacher should be empathy with their students and a good listener with great patience. I personally believe that main roles of teacher in the class are encouraging students to achieve their goals and drawing students’ attention to concentrate on what they are doing.
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