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I never studied English in a protocol classroom manner. Though, I have a reasonable proficiency in English. In this essay, I would like to describe some key factors in my success of learning English as a second language. I come from a family with a lot of international moving. My family moved to the United States when I was twelve years old when I was first challenged to learn English. I knew basic greetings such as, "hello, how are you?" "I’m OK, thank you." However, it was not enough to survive my daily schedule as a sensitive teenage girl. I was thrown into an extensive English pot without getting sprinkles. Despite the point I was not ready to survive in my new American middle school, I was successful at learning a new language due to following reasons; First, I learned English in a first-language-like environment. Second, my teachers were patient and waited me to pick up English in a natural sequence. Third, I used my sensory preferences well when learning English.












First and the most significant reason I succeeded in learning English was that my learning environment was like a first language-learning environment. I took an ESL program where I learned language arts. I took regular 7





th grade classes for other subjects like, math, social studies, music, art and P.E. During that period, I was seizing tremendous amount of input. My classmates in ESL program were my “i+1”s. I looked up to classmates who were better English speakers than me. I liked to spend time with them after school. They helped me with my homework and class readings. Soon, I became “i+1” to other new comers and I learned even more by helping them. I was extremely lucky to learn a second language in an immersion environment. 











Second, I picked up English naturally as stated in Dr. Krashen’s natural order hypothesis. When I first went to the States, I went through a long, silent period. I did not speak for an awful long time. I had limited expressions, and I did not want to show my weakness. After the silent period, I started to say short expressions. Some classmates were certainly surprised to see this, they said, “Wow! She talked for the first time today!” My teachers were especially patient with me when I was in this period. They did not ask me to speak in front of the class. Therefore, I think it is extremely crucial for teachers to be patient when a student is going through the silent period.


















































Last, I used my sensory preference well when learning a new language. I am an auditory learner. When I was in high school, I had a hard time reading longer texts like English literature pieces. My literature teacher suggested that I listened to tapes or mp3 of the literature while reading. I still hold this habit until today. When I buy a book, I check online stores to see if an audio version of the book is available. My teacher also suggested watching films. It also used my secondary preferred learning type; visual. Knowing and using these sensory preferences was another factor in success of learning English. 


































In conclusion, I was lucky to have few critical factors in learning a second language. First, my situation was close to the first-language learning environment. Second, I followed the steps in Dr. Krashen's natural order hypothesis. Third, I used my sensory preferences well. I close my thesis in hopes more second language learners succeed in learning a second language by taking steps similar to mine.
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