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I could say I am a live witness to one of Stephan Krashen’s theories ‘The Natural Order Hypothesis’. I believe my English and eventually Chinese were obtained naturally. Since young I lived in many countries other than Korea for many years. I’ve started learning English by attending American school since elementary and Chinese since high school. By comparing the method of how I learnt these two languages it can definitely convince me to raise or at least help my own child learn her second language. After one class of ‘Times TESOL’, it gave me the opportunity to look back at my Chinese learning environment. And I feel that the method my Chinese was obtained as a second language was a failure because of the type of teacher I had. Secondly, because of my retention rate and lastly but not least was due to my personal sensory preferences. 

Although I was a full time student during the day time, I wanted to improve my Chinese faster by having a private tutor after school to help me understand Chinese in depth. Ideally it was supposed to help me save time in learning Chinese but who knew this was where the disaster started. The type of tutor I had was a petit lady with strong beliefs in herself and also a proud communist. Since it was my first time actually relating to a person of another political party it was very awkward and my first impression on these people back then were not positive. They were quiet, serious, sensitive and strong-minded. Also back in the days, it was officially regulated in China that their people should not engage with foreigners and if by chance they do, they should not speak out their true feelings. This regulation made it even more difficult to relate with my private tutor. For nearly 2 hours every day for over a year, my tutor would lecture on and on about Chinese without realizing my needs and my problems. It was the most tedious 2 hours for me. I can honestly say that I didn’t gain anything from this class. It also didn’t help me learn Chinese faster but on the contrary made me lose confidence in myself. All in all, although I feel that using a traditional teaching method was not beneficial, this experience led me to realize that my teacher preference in learning a new language is someone who is an ‘Enabler’, a teacher to whom I can relate too and to whom who understands my needs. 

Personally, lecturing and reading are not an effective method for my learning retention. Having my Chinese tutor lecture on about ancient ‘Chinese paleography’ was not a way for me to pick up this language. It didn’t motivate me to memorize the Chinese characters nor did it stir up my ego to overcome the huge language barrier I had at that time. Frankly speaking it only made me fall asleep. What was even worst was that I had to read out those ‘Chinese paleography’ out loud. I didn’t understand half of what I was reading. Moreover, learning ‘Chinese paleography’ at a beginner’s level was far beyond my level. It wasn’t an appropriate exercise nor was it a suitable element in inspiring me to further my Chinese studies. I could say what I gained from these techniques were that Chinese was a stressful language and that the class was just so meaningless and time consuming. I would most definitely prefer speaking to each other and writing down what I was learnt throughout the course. I personally think that this would be a way for me to understand in what stage I am in learning this language and furthermore prepare in advance to strengthen my weaknesses. 

Lastly but not least, I now realize that to better learn a second language we also need to take the learners sensory preferences into account. Till now, I believed that I had an auditory preference. But after taking the survey in class I now know that I have a visual preference in learning. My Chinese learning was generally through text books so I guess the words itself explain why it was so difficult for me to learn Chinese than others. Based on the survey result it would have been far more easier for me to obtain Chinese through simple drawings, diagrams and modules. 

In learning a new language it requires a lot of energy and a lot of issues to take into consideration. The type of teacher which suits me best, the learning retention rate which I feel satisfaction too and lastly the way the class is taught so that it can efficiently help my sensory preferences in better learning a foreign language. I understand that there are many more elements I haven’t yet mentioned. But it all leads to one fact; that we are seeking ways to efficiently learn a second language despite of all the obstacles. Throughout this class I assume I will be learning more about becoming a brilliant language teacher therefore I will try my best to obtain these skills to become a better English teacher that my Chinese teacher never was. 
