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Nowadays, English is a common language that required to people, who live in this world. We need it not only by an external motivation, like to get an exam pass, to enter university, to get a promotion, to communicate with foreigners or to get a job, etc, but by internal motivation. As you can see around you, learning English is getting an essential of our lives. So we’ve studied for a long period of time. However, we have many difficulties with learning English in the Republic of Korea which is ESL environment. Therefore, I want to share my experience how I learn speaking English.


I’ve studied English since middle school. At that time, I think English was not important as much now. It was just one of my subjects that I have to study to get high score for my grade. And I couldn’t realize that how important English is, because any of my teachers didn’t tell me that. And most of my English teachers were explainers; they didn’t care how the students felt their classes. They did the lecture and explained grammar only as a teacher center class. They taught me as “chalk and talk” style. For me this kind of teaching style wasn’t interested at all. But I had no choice to choose when I grew up. Because most of English teachers taught in that way even in private academy did. By that reason or not, I liked math than English and I thought that I am a logical person. 
However, there was a chance to change my thought and life.


I went to abroad to the Philippines to live with my aunt when I was 18 years old. Living in there wasn’t easy for me. I couldn’t speak English at all, and I knew the words, I. and, you and etc, like a beginner. Not only communication problem, but I had to endure loneliness, sadness, that apart from my parents at age of 18, and adapt under my aunt’s dictatorship. I was desperate to share my feeling with someone who can understand me and to relieve my stress. I just talked to my personal tutor regardless of grammatical skill. Then few weeks later, I could hear something from my tutor that “you are the fastest learner in speaking that I ever taught.” That was my happiest moment in my life. Through this motivation, I studied grammar to speak fluently and I got interested to study it. Not same reason as I learned English first, but I still study it 

As a conclusion, I had learned three things, which could be the essential of learning, through my experience. First, environment is important to learn second language. There is an old saying that “one picture is worth a thousand words.” Add on it, I think “experience is worth a picture.” Even a person has a passion to learn something; there will be an environment limitation in learning English. Second is necessity, which would call motivation of learning. I wasn’t too desperate to live without speaking English in the Philippines, so that I could learn it. I believe that this made me to study. Third, I think to know the strength of my intelligence is also important in learning. I realized that I tend to learn faster through my kinesthetic strength than other intelligence. And I believe if you knew it and you give the effort with using your strong intelligence, you can get effective results than you expected. These beliefs will be a foundation to achieve my goal of success in teaching my students. 
