TESOL 01: Second Language Acquisition Assignment
by: H. K. Ryung
Second Language Environment that I have experienced was a failure and may be a half-way success.
About ten years’ English learning in Korea, from middle school and high school to University, can be said as a failure. Because I could hardly speak English (listening as well) even though I know grammar and probably be acceptable in reading and writing.

However, after English training in Australia (English course for 6 months and other courses for years), I could open my mouth to speak (but not fluently).
Korean English learning environment was so called a typical ‘Traditional classroom’ environment. It consists of Chalk and Talk, Lecture-based passive students, Individual work/text books, Focus on respective skills, and Teacher-centered. Of course, students’ participation was low.
Teachers focused on rote memorization of rules rather than on communication, unlike Stephen Krashen’s Acquisition vs. Learning Hypothesis.
Teachers was mainly Explainer: they just explained meaning and structure for grammar; had one-way relationship with students (T→S).
In Australia, especially in English course, the learning environment could be ‘Modern classroom.’ There were a variety of activities and group or pair works done. It was focused on communication skills, and high level of students’ participation made in the classroom. Teacher performed a role as a facilitator. Teacher’s type was apparently Involver or Enabler. As an involver, for example, teacher asked students to guess meaning for vocabulary, and divided students into pairs or group to find form for grammar. Often, Teacher gave handouts, and asked students to explain form for grammar, playing the role as an Enabler.
It is considered that sometimes watching movies on TV also was effective for listening.

I think they provided low anxiety, high motivation and self-esteem environment during lessons. They were respectful to students and gave encouragement fairly enough.
But, despite the fact that they provide sufficient English learning environment, why the learner cannot achieve success or success in half-way can be somewhat individual problem. 
As an adult learner, it would be not easy to break from mannerism. The habituated way would affect second language learning.
According to Malcolm Knowles, adult learners are (1) autonomous & self-directed (2) have life experiences and knowledge (3) goal-oriented (4) relevancy-oriented and (5) need to be shown respect.

These characteristics of adult learners refer to (1) be motivated to learn, willing participants, free to direct themselves, actively involve students, reflect their interests, responsibility for presentations or group leadership; (2)connect learning to their knowledge/experience, draw out students experience/knowledge relevant to the topic; (3) know what goal they want to attain; (4) allow them to freely voice their opinions and ideas, acknowledge the wealth of experiences students bring to the classroom.
Therefore, for more effective teaching, teachers should:

(1) really listen to his/her students

(2) communicate clearly

(3) be enthusiastic

(4) show respect

(5) give clear, positive feedback

 besides

- empathize with student’s problems

- be well organized

- know the subject matter well

- be patient

- be honest

- have a good sense of humor
- be authentically him/herself

and so forth.
