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My second language learning has started since January, 2006, the time when I first went to the United States to study. I went to a small catholic school in Virginia as an 8th grader. Since I could barely speak English, I was put into the ESL class with students from a variety of countries. This experience of learning the language in the native country was very efficient and helpful that it turned out to be a success as a language learning experience in my life. 
On the first day of school, I was very surprised just by walking into the classroom. Contrary to the classroom in Korea, which is the classic example of traditional classroom in where all the desks are lined up facing the board, the classroom in America was such a modern classroom I have not seen before. Instead of facing the front, desks were arranged circularly so that students could see each other. Furthermore, in the class, every student had a chance to talk; for instance, students represented their opinions, did group discussions, and participated in the class very actively. It was a very student-centered environment and provided students much more freedom. The atmosphere of the modern classroom had very positive effects on me in such a way that I could speak English more freely, participate in the class with courage, and enjoy the class itself without any stress of strictness. 

In addition to the classroom, the teacher and how she taught were very astonishing and interesting. In Korea, with no exception, every teacher only explains and gives out the lectures; there are no such things as students’ activities, games, and projects. The teacher is the only person who speaks in the classroom. Nevertheless, my ESL teacher, Mrs.A, was totally different. She really wanted students to participate in the class. Everyday, she came up with a different activity, and focused on different topics like vocabulary, grammar, and cultures. She explained how we would do the activity but never explained the rules or patterns; she only depicted the examples and made students learn inductively. Instead of being an explainer, she was a total involver, which increased my speed of learning English. Moreover, Mrs.A listened to her students extremely well. She always took care of students’ problems and showed them her respect, which made her to have a good rapport; besides, she was so enthusiastic about the class. Thus, as I looked back, Mrs.A had all three characteristics of teachers: empathy, respect, and authenticity. 

As I learn more about teaching in this program, I can not stop thinking that Mrs.A was such a great teacher I have had. According to the effective teaching ranking, my top choices were “listening to students, empathizing with students’ problems, and being enthusiastic.” Mrs.A had all these three characteristics, which I think the most effective ways to teach. Moreover, in her class, the most frequently used methodology was direct method. Obviously, since I was taking the class in America, there was no way for Mrs.A to speak in Korean. She only spoke in English and always wanted students to speak in a full sentence. If students just said a word, she waited until they finished with the full sentence. Furthermore, she represented a lot of posters and pictures that were related to her expressions so that students could match the picture and her saying relatively. She also introduced lots of new vocabularies, but there was not one single time she gave out the definition; she depicted the relative examples and students learned the meanings inductively. For example, when she taught the word ‘president’, she showed several pictures of presidents like Abraham Lincoln and George Bush, and said “Abraham Lincoln was the president of the United States.” Thus, students could understand the meaning of word ‘president’ by themselves. 
Since I was only fourteen years old when I went to America, I could learn the second language faster compared to adults. In addition, Mrs.A was such a wonderful teacher, who taught me English very systematically and efficiently. However, if I were an adult learner, I would be more relevancy-oriented and have various life experiences, which can help me be more passionate about learning. Overall, nevertheless, my second language acquisition was a success in which I have become to communicate in English with no hardships. 

