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Meanings of ‘learning’ and ‘acquiring’ are slightly different, according to Stephen Krashen’s theory of second language. Since the essay topic and my successful experience are about acquisition, not just learning, of second language, this paper will explore how I acquired the second language successfully in which environment and how it related with theory learnt in the TESOL class. 
Learning second language is not an easy task for all students including me. My second language is English. I had learnt it since fourth grade in elementary school. While learning English in Korea, teachers and atmosphere in classrooms were very traditional. Classes were lecture based and most of students including me were passive. Teachers only used text books, mainly about the grammar, and students had to memorize them all. 
Students had chance to use only receptive skills that are listening and reading, sometimes dictating not writing. 
Teachers were just an explainer and classes were one way direction from teachers to students. One of the reasons for this environment was that there were too many students in one classroom, almost sixty students that are grouped by age. Teachers probably had limited time and space to do other activities. With this environment, it was very easy to lose the interest on the subject. Obviously my English score was not good and I hated English class. It was totally failed and worst experience of learning English. 
Being sixteen years old, I had chance to study abroad that was Australia. Before high school, I attended language school and there were enormously different environments and atmosphere in classrooms. They were modernized classrooms. Students were all from different countries such as Japan, China, France, Germany, Belgium, and so on. There were no other tools to communicate with friends except using English. Students all had to be very active in speaking and listening to communicate with others. It was the best motivation for me. 

Teachers were all enablers and focused on students’ learning, retention and eliciting. They were either managers or facilitators and still experts on teaching English as a second language. 
Teachers managed and balanced the class to teach five systems of language, grammar; phonology; lexis; discourse; function. 
They especially gave efforts on knowing students by interviewing and surveying some questionnaires. These helped teachers to find what backgrounds and experiences students have in a very short period of time. 
Teachers used variety of methodologies in classrooms such as direct, communicative, audio-lingual methods, and so on to make students use all language skills including productive, speaking and writing, and receptive skills. Methodologies could widely cover the individuals’ intelligences
 and deeply consider preferred sensors
 of each student. 
Also classes were classified by students’ level such as beginner, pre-intermediate, intermediate, upper-intermediate, and advanced. With adequate environments, I became the best student who showed fastest improvement from beginner class to advanced class within three months. 

Malcolm Shepherd Knowles, an American adult educator famous for characteristics of adult learners, declares that there are five distinctive characteristics for adult learners, self-directed; experience-based; goal-oriented; relevancy-oriented; respect-needed
. I am strongly goal-oriented person. My writing class teacher also noticed this and encouraged me by giving an extra homework to write a diary in English. She corrected it everyday and set the goal for this task that was ‘a diary with no corrections needed after this semester’. These various student-centered approaches were very effective for me. I became more confident and more interested in studying English. 
Acquiring second language effectively depends on individuals’ character, intelligence, level, and so on. From my personal experience, the most important things for acquiring language are the motivation and environment. The motivation led me to be a goal-oriented and active student. The environments in Australia, which were modern classrooms; enabler type of teachers; student-centered classes; considering students carefully, supported my motivation and goal achievement. 
I look forward to being an English teacher. I will focus on learning and retention for students and provide the same and even better environment I experienced in Australia to be a good teacher for my future students. 
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� Howard Gardner created the theory of multiple intelligences, linguistic; visual; musical; logical/mathematical; bodily/feeling; interpersonal; intrapersonal; naturalist; and so on.(Scrivener, 2005, p.64)


� Humans have different sensory preferences, auditory; visual; kinesthetic.(Scrivener, 2005, p.64)
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