Essay: TESOL 01: Second Language Acquisition
Describe a second language environment that you have experienced

Hye Young Lim (Alyce)  
Korea is very dynamic country, where everything keeps changing very quickly. So does the English education environment in Korea. Comparing the past with the present of the English education in Korea, it has changed from teacher-centered to student-centered and the teacher has been from the explainer to the involver.
When I recall my English class in middle school almost 20 years ago, I find it mostly teacher-centered. My hometown was not overpopulated, so there were almost 35 students per classroom with mixed levels. We had English classes three or four times a week. My English teacher usually stood in front of the whole class, asked us to read the text together and started translating it into Korean line by line. Soon he explained important grammar points and students were very obedient and took notes quietly. They explained the grammar rules very well with examples but mostly did that deductively. The methodology he mostly used was GTM (Grammar Translation Method) and he was a typical explainer. Therefore, his lecture was clear and easy to understand, but I generally found the class boring.

  The same goes for the environment in high school. The English classes were mainly for reading and listening practice to prepare for the government organized tests. Therefore, most of time, the teacher taught students test-taking strategies to have a high score of the test.  Moreover, they spent most of class explaining complicated grammar rules required for reading comprehension. Consequently, students were like giant machines of absorbing a lot of information. Teachers in my secondary school were “explainers” well trained to pass over a lot of knowledge. In a nutshell, English classes in the past were like a traditional teaching class characterized as “jug and mug.” But luckily we had native speakers teaching speaking class once a week in both middle and high school. So we could have some chances to speak English at school
On the contrary, current English education in secondary school in Korea is centered on acquiring communicative competence, which leads the classroom environment to more student-centered. I have been teaching English in middle school for several years. There are almost 25 students per classroom and students move to different English classrooms depending on their levels. I try to speak only English during class. I prepare my lessons by integrating two or three English skills such as listening, speaking and writing, or listening, reading and writing. Moreover, I spend most of class practicing speaking and writing by providing many language games and activities. I teach a few grammar points but in an inductive way to help students to be able to use in real life. With all these efforts, students can have more opportunities to speak and use English, so that they can improve English speaking ability.  As I do, these days many Korean teachers make an effort to use the methodology of CLT (Communicative Language Teaching). However, there are some negative sides. It takes much time to design each of the lessons communicatively. Sometimes it gives me some burden of thinking of many ideas to make my class fun and informative. In conclusion, in modern English class, as you can see from my experience, the teachers are taking the roles of “involvers” by helping students actively participate in a variety of language activities. Unfortunately, however, they take control of the whole class by choosing the topic and deciding the procedure of class. 
English education in Korea has been going into the right way from traditional teaching to Communicative Language Teaching. For a successful language acquisition, as many linguists say, both of input and output of English language are crucial. Thus, it would be the ideal role of English teachers to design their English class to be able to offer students as much exposure to English and frequent use of English as possible. 
