Lesson Plan - Task Based Lesson (TBL)


	█Listening    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Speaking    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reading    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grammar   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Writing


	Topic: The mail brain, the female brain.



	Instructor:

Gina Lee 
	Level:

Intermediate (Adults)
	Students:

10 students 
	Length:

50 minutes


	Materials:

· Visual aid – pictures for eliciting 
· White board and board markers
· Vocabulary worksheet #1 (10 copies)
· Listening script (10 copies)
· Additional article about the brain (10 copies)
· A piece of paper and a pen (for a group and pairs)
· Computer for audio file (about 6 minutes)



	Aims:

· Main aim: Students will be able to improve their language skills by listening conversation and understand science topic by reading additional article.

· Secondary aim: Students will be able to get familiar with British English.



	Language Skills:
· Listening:  Ss will listen to dialogue about the different brain function between
 male and female.
· Reading: Ss will read the listening script and additional article about human brain.
· Speaking: Ss will discuss the difference between male brain and female brain.
· Writing: Ss will fill in the blanks and answer to comprehension questions. 



	Language Systems:
· Phonology: Linking words within sentences such as the combination of [V+V],
                               [C+C], and [C+V]
· Lexis: New vocabularies used in the dialogue  [brainy, rack my brains,
               hemisphere, navigating, multi-tasking, attention spans, hard-wired]
· Function: Comparing and contrasting,  Asking for/giving personal information
· Grammar: Modal Auxiliaries [can/could, may/might, will/would]
· Discourse: Role play, discussion with a partner 


	Assumptions: Students have an idea of 
· General concepts about the right and left side of brain
· General differences between men and women
· General differences between American and British English



	Anticipated Problems and Solutions:

· If one specific student dominates talking, try to diffuse domination by asking question to other student.
· If students still have difficulties in understanding British English, refer to BBC website or English TV series i.e. Sherlock or  Downton Abbey



	References:

· Visual aid – pictures re men and women’s difference (www.google.com/images)
· Listening file http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/general/sixminute/2014/03/140320_6min_male_female_brain.shtml
· Additional reading - http://www.bbc.com/news/health-25198063



	Lead-In

	Materials: None


	Time
	Set Up
	Student Activity
	Teacher Talk

	2 min

	Whole class

	Answering the questions
	Hello everyone! 
How was your weekend?
Did anyone have an issue to argue with the girl-friend/ boy-friend or husband/ wife? If you did, why?



	Pre-Activity

	Materials: Board, Board markers, Visual aid, worksheet #1


	Time
	Set Up
	Student Activity
	Teacher Talk

	5 min
2 min
5 min

3 min
	Whole 
Class

Pairs

Pairs
	Answering elicited questions
Discuss with a partner 

Read through the worksheet and fill in the blanks 
Check the answers individually
	Procedure:
1. Brain Storming

Elicit 
(Show the students three pictures)

You might be familiar with the pictures.
What do you see?

Where are they from?
Are they really from there?
What does it mean?
Model

(divide the board into men and women, write down the differences as students answer)

CCQ

Why do you think they are different?

Does the brain matter?
If brain matters, how do male brain and female brain differ? 
Small discussion
Let’s have a talk with your partner next to you, about the difference between men and women according to your experience.
(While Ss are discussing, prepare the materials and audio file)

2. New Vocabulary

Introduction
I will give you guys a new vocabulary worksheet. Please read through the meaning with your partner, and try to fill in the blanks together for next 5 min.

Demonstration

(Show Ss the real worksheet)

ICQ
What are you supposed to do?
Who do you work with?

How long have you got?

OK, let’s begin.
Monitoring

(Walk through Ss and directly look over the worksheet they are working on. Answer Ss if they have a question.)
Check answers

Let’s check the answers together. Please go through the sentences one by one. All right, well done!
(Explain the meaning and teach the pronunciation if necessary)



	Main Activity

	Materials: Worksheet #1, a piece of paper and pen, computer for listening, and listening script 


	Time
	Set Up
	Student Activity
	Teacher Talk

	3 min
6 min
2 min
2 min
2 min

6 min

2 min


	Pairs
Individually

Individually
Individually

Individually

Individually

Individually
	Guess whether the sentences are true or false
Students listen audio file
Students check the answers
Students build a concept about connected speech answering CCQ

Students get familiar with realistic speed and pronunciation from citation form to fluent form.

Students listen to audio file again taking notes

Students talk about what they have heard

	1. Prediction
Today’s topic is about male brain and female brain from BBC’s 6 Minute English. 
Instruction

I will give you another worksheet before doing listening activity. We will predict what the dialogue is about and guess whether sentences are true or false. Please do this in pairs, I will give you 3 minutes to finish

(Distribute the worksheet #2) 
ICQ
Do you know which sentences are true or false? 

Who do you work with? 

How long does this activity go on?
2. Listening to the main idea
Instruction
While you are listening first, you don’t need to take notes. Just listen carefully, and then we will find which questions are true. 
(Play the audio file without pausing or stopping)
Check  answers

So which sentences are true and which are false? 
(Review questions one by one)

3. Connected Speech
CCQ

While listening, have you ever been lost so that you are not able to understand what they are talking about? 
Do you remember where have you been lost?

Why do you think it had happed?

Instruction

Before we listen to the audio again, we are going to look over the sound in connected speech. 
(Write down the example sentences on the white board)

What are you going to do about it?
Demonstration
/ wɒt ə ju ˈɡəʊɪŋ tə də əˈbaʊt ɪt /
/ˈwɒt ə jə gəʊɪŋ tə ˈduː wəbɑʊt ɪt/
/ˈwɒtʃə gənə ˈdʊwəbɑʊdɪ/
(Demonstrate the pronunciation and compare citation form with fluent form) 

CCQ
Is there weak sound when it becomes fluent?

Is there dropped sound when it becomes fluent?

Is there changed sound when it becomes fluent?

Is there liking sound when it becomes fluent?

4. Listening in details
Instruction

We are going to listen to audio file one more time. You can take notes this time. Especially listen carefully where speakers make weak, dropped, changed or linking sounds. I will give you another 6 minutes. 

Listening
(listen audio file one more time)
Closing and Feedback

(ask Ss what they recognized and talk about it) 
 


	Post Activity

	Materials: Listening script, 


	Time
	Set Up
	Student Activity
	Teacher Talk

	4 min
6 min
2 min
	Whole group
Groups

Individually
	Students read through the dialogue 
Students give their opinions and do role playing
Students refer to worksheet #1 for review

	1. Script Reading
(Let students read through the dialogue and confirm what they are not aware of)
Praise and comments

Well done, everyone. 
Everybody did a great job! 

2. Group Discussion and Role Playing 

Present the idea
Let’s divide into two groups and we are going to be Finn and Rob. As you noticed in the Script, do all people agree with this new research? No, they have different opinions.

Instruction
Let’s do some role playing and I will give you guys for 6 minutes

Please give your opinion based on your experience and what we learned through the listening activity. 
Then you become either Finn or Rob and introduce your opinion in turn. 
Demonstration

(Act like a Finn)

“Gina Lee from Korea says, she agrees with the survey, she is doing quite well not in reading maps but in multi-tasking.”
CCQ

Are you working in pairs?
For how long?

How to do the role playing?

Monitoring
Monitor actively and participate within each group
3. Conclude lesson

(Elicit today’s vocabulary for students)
Give homework
(Write two simple paragraphs about left and right hemisphere of human brain.)

Good job today. See you all tomorrow!


	

	SOS Activities

	Materials: Additional reading


	Time
	Set Up
	Student Activity
	Teacher Talk

	3 min
2 min

	Individually

Whole class
	Read through an extra article
Discuss about the main idea and try to find out additional information 

	1. Skimming and scanning
Instruction
Please skim the text for the main idea and scan the text to find out any of additional information about brains.
You have 3 minutes. Work alone.

ICQ
What do you skim for?

What do you scan for?

For how long? 

2. Free production

Let’s discuss what is the main idea and additional information.


Visual Aids
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Worksheet #1
Vocabulary

Brainy                  (informal) clever, intelligent
rack my brains     think very hard to answer a question or solve a problem
hemisphere          half (of something round in shape)
to navigate           to find your way around a new place, often using a map
multi-tasking       doing several things at the same time
attention span      the maximum amount of time that you can concentrate on one thing
hard-wired           designed to work in a particular way which cannot be changed
generalisation      a statement that is often true but based on limited information
Please fill in the blanks with the above words.
1. I don't class myself as being very intelligent or (brainy).
2. I’ve been (racking my brains) all day trying to remember his name.
3. The earth is divided by the equator into the northern and southern (hemispheres).
4. How do you (navigate) your way through a forest?

5. This is not (multi-tasking) because it is not doing two things at once.
6. Small children have a very short (attention span).

7. Some people are likely (hard-wired) for happiness.
8. That issue is often lost in the (generalisation) that girls now outperform boys.
Worksheet #2
Answer the following questions about the dialogue. (True/False)
1. The average human brain weighs 3.6 Kg. The size matters.  (T / F)
2. Men are good at reading maps while women are good at multi-tasking. (T / F)

3. Men are good at remembering faces while women have longer attention span.(T / F) 

4. Men have stronger connections inside each half of the brain. (T / F) 

5. Women have stronger connections between each side, from left to right. (T / F)
6. The connections inside the brain are permanently fixed without changing. (T / F)

7. The brain is so complex that we cannot make generalizations about it. (T / F) 
A. Additional Reading Materials

Men and women’s brains are ‘wire differently’
Men and women's brains are connected in different ways which may explain why the sexes excel at certain tasks, say researchers. 

A US team at the University of Pennsylvania scanned the brains of nearly 1,000 men, women, boys and girls and found striking differences. 
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The "connectome maps" reveal the differences between the male brain (seen in blue) and the female brain (orange) 

Male brains appeared to be wired front to back, with few connections bridging the two hemispheres. 

In females, the pathways criss-crossed between left and right. 

These differences might explain why men, in general, tend to be better at learning and performing a single task, like cycling or navigating, whereas women are more equipped for multitasking, say the researchers in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS). 

The same volunteers were asked to perform a series of cognitive tests, and the results appeared to support this notion. 

But experts have questioned whether it can be that simple, arguing it is a huge leap to extrapolate from anatomical differences to try to explain behavioural variation between the sexes. Also, brain connections are not set and can change throughout life.

In the study, women scored well on attention, word and face memory, and social cognition, while men performed better on spatial processing and sensori-motor speed. 

To look at brain connectivity, the researchers used a type of scan called DTI - a water-based imaging technique that can trace and highlight the fibre pathways connecting the different regions of the brain.

Study author Dr Ruben Gur said: "It's quite striking how complementary the brains of women and men really are.

"Detailed connectome maps of the brain will not only help us better understand the differences between how men and women think, but it will also give us more insight into the roots of neurological disorders, which are often sex related."

Complex organ 

Prof Heidi Johansen-Berg, a UK expert in neuroscience at the University of Oxford, said the brain was too complex an organ to be able to make broad generalisations. 

"We know that there is no such thing as 'hard wiring' when it comes to brain connections. Connections can change throughout life, in response to experience and learning.

"Often, sophisticated mathematical approaches are used to analyse and describe these brain networks. These methods can be useful to identify differences between groups, but it is often challenging to interpret those differences in biological terms."

Dr Michael Bloomfield, Clinical Research Fellow at the Medical Research Council Clinical Sciences Centre in London, said: "It has been known for some time that there are differences between the sexes when it comes to how our bodies work and the brain is no exception.

However, he said care must be taken in drawing conclusions from the study, as the precise relationships between how our brains are wired and our performance on particular tasks needed further investigation.

"We cannot say yet that one is causing the other. 

"Furthermore, the measure used in the study, called "connectivity", is only one aspect of how our brains our wired. 

"We think that there can also be differences in certain chemicals in the brain called neurotransmitters, for example, and so we need more research to fully understand how all these different aspects of brain structure and function work together to answer fundamental questions like "how do we think?".

"One thing that remains unknown is what is driving these differences between the sexes. An obvious possibility is that that male hormones like testosterone and female hormones like oestrogren have different affects on the brain. 

"A more subtle possibility is that bringing a child up in a particular gender could affect how our brains are wired." 



