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My experience learning a foreign language and how it will affect me as a teacher. 
When I was a child, there were a lot of English books and tapes at home. It's because my mother wanted us, me and my brother, to read and to study English at that time. It wasn't that I wanted to study when I was like 6, 7 years old. There was nothing to do and also I really liked to read books. So I started reading English books and listing to the tapes. 
Later, when I was 9, I asked my mother to bring me to an English private lesson with a native speaker. At that time, there weren't many native speakers to teach English in Korea like these days. I did like going there even though I couldn't even understand or speak well. The most important thing was that I was very satisfied that we, the foreigner and I, could have a little conversation speaking one language. 
  I've never been far away from English from then. I started studying English from the middle school. I was good at English except speaking since we didn't have a specific lesson for the speaking. Then I could get a special benefit for entering the university because I got only one wrong answer in English test on Korean SAT. 
And I could study TOEIC by myself to graduate at the university. I tried to go to a private English summer school which all the courses were lectured by native speakers like foreign university for the summer in Korea. After graduating from the university, I left for New York to study English. My original plan was just staying there for a year but I loved to study more and stay there more so I went to school and worked for a year. Now I am an English teacher here in Korea. 
 I've been thinking about this after I started teaching here. I had to explain how I got interested in English. First of all, I think it was the environment around me. If my mother didn’t try to spread the books and tapes around me I wouldn’t have picked them up. So I have been convincing my students to make their environment to help them study English since all students can’t go to abroad to study English. 
 For the last, I think it depends on how much the students are interested in English and their personalities. Again, if I wasn’t that interested in English and talking to the foreigners in their languages, I wouldn’t have wanted to study English. So I think it is important for the students to be in a similar circumstance like being able to speak English. Maybe it could be not only a language also a cultural things to help and to show to them. 
In my opinion, I think teachers need to help the students be curious about and get interested in English.  
