	Reading Lesson Plan

	Title:   Roald Dahl’s Matilda: Mr Wormwood, the Great Car Dealer

	INSTRUCTOR
	LEVEL / AGE
	STUDENTS
	LENGTH

	Sarah Yoon
	Intermediate / Elementary school, grades 5-6
	17
	50 mins

	Materials:
Roald Dahl, Matilda. “Mr Wormwood, the Great Car Dealer” (attachment) – 17 copies
(Plan B) “Pre-Task: Guiding Questions” (attachment) – printed and cut into 8 copies
“5 W’s and 1 H” – 3 copies, plus extra in case
“Dear Mr Wormwood” – 8 copies, plus extra in case
“Character Chart” – 17 copies, plus extra in case (homework)
9 numbered, colored or lettered balls in an opaque bag

	Aims:
· To build reading comprehension through an integrated approach (e.g.: making and answering 5 W’s and 1 H comprehension questions) with a focus on fictional character analysis.
· To develop character analysis skills by writing a letter to the principal character in the story chapter, i.e.: Mr Wormwood in Roald Dahl’s Matilda.
· To practice reading written language with correct pronunciation, intonation and stress through listening and speaking in groups.

	Language Skills:
Reading:	Fictional story chapter, comprehension questions, guiding questions (Pre-Task, plan B)
Listening:	Teacher and students reading aloud, teacher instructions, pairwork and group discussion
Speaking:	Practicing key words, presenting answers to guiding questions, pairwork and group discussion, activity feedback, answering CCQ
Writing:	Writing and answering comprehension questions, writing a letter to Mr Wormwood, character analysis (Post-Task, homework)

	Language Systems:
Phonology:	(see Lexis) Students teach each other correct pronunciation, stress and prominence while reading; students practice intonation 			through reading aloud and listening
Lexis:		Pre-taught key words (“second hand,” “telly,” “ignorant,” “speedometer”), context words in the story chapter
Grammar:	Story chapter; Q&A comprehension activity; past and future tense in letter-writing task
Discourse:	Story chapter (family conversation, fictional narration, argument); correspondence in Task Realization writing task
Functions:	Story chapter (conversing, arguing, narrating); corresponding, analyzing, advising in Task Realization writing task; informing in 			Post-Task homework assignment

	Assumptions:
· Students have already read the first chapter of Matilda either at home or in a previous class.
· Students are relatively fluent at extensive reading and have only minor problems reading aloud at a good pace.
· Students consider dishonesty and mistreatment (attributes belonging to Mr Wormwood) negative qualities that should be corrected.

	Anticipated Errors and Solutions:
(None)

	References:
Dahl, Roald. “Mr Wormwood, the Great Car Dealer.” Matilda. The BFG, Matilda, George’s Marvellous Medicine. London: Ted Smart, 1996. 246-	253. Print.

	Notes:
(None)







	Pre-Task

	Title:
Studying key words and answering guiding questions
	Aims:
To practice and study pre-taught key words
To prepare for the reading task through answering guiding questions
To practice group discussion and speaking through pairwork presentation
	Materials: 
9 numbered, colored or lettered balls in an opaque bag
(Plan B) “Pre-Task: Guiding Questions” (attachment) – 8 copies (1 per pair)

	Time
	Set Up
	Students
	Teacher 

	10 mins
	Pairs (one trio)




	Answer guiding questions in groups (2 mins per question):
1. Do you eat dinner (supper) with your family? What do you usually talk about?
2. Who is the most talkative person in your family?
3. Have you ever met someone who is dishonest? How important is honesty?
Students pick a ball while they are discussing. Students hear that they will present their answers in front of the class.

Students study key words: “second-hand,” “telly,” “ignorant,” “speedometer.”
Students give an example sentence for each key word and get to choose a ball from the opaque bag. The corresponding pair presents their answers to a guiding question of their choice.
	Present guiding questions through spoken instructions.

Pre-teach key words. Elicit definitions. Use word-building to teach “telly” and “speedometer.”

For each key word, elicit an example sentence.

	Notes:
· Cut off after 10 mins.
· (Plan B) If the teacher prefers or if her voice is sore, she may choose to print the guiding questions attached and distribute them to each pair to discuss.




	Task Preparation

	Title:
Reading and devising comprehension questions
	Aims:
To prepare for the reading task by discussing and predicting the story based on the chapter title
To practice reading in groups, while teaching each other correct pronunciation and context words
To build reading comprehension through an integrated approach, including 5 W’s and 1 H comprehension questions through group discussion
	Materials: 
“5 W’s and 1 H” – 3 copies, plus extra in case

	Time
	Set Up
	Students
	Teacher 

	20 mins
	3 groups of 5-6




	Students predict the content of the family conversation over dinner (British English: supper) from the chapter title, “Mr Wormwood, the Great Car Dealer.”

Students listen to teacher read the first paragraph.
Students answer:
· What kind of house do Matilda and her family live in?

Students continue reading the rest of the chapter aloud in groups. They read in rotation with one paragraph each. Students correct each other’s pronunciation and teach each other unfamiliar words. While reading, they must answer:
· What kind of person is Mr Wormwood? What is the textual evidence?

If a group finishes reading, they may go onto the next task.

CQ questions:
Students must devise five questions based on the 5 W’s (Who, Where, What, Why, When) and 1 H (How) based on the story chapter. They will discuss and write these on a blank sheet of A4 paper to give to another group.
Example (teacher’s reference only):
· What are the Wormwoods eating for supper?
· Who said Matilda is ignorant and stupid?
· How did Matilda feel at the end of the chapter?
· Where are the Wormwoods?
· Why did Matilda say her father was dishonest?
· When did this take place?

If a group finishes earlier than another group, they make also add OX (true or false) questions.
Example (teacher’s reference only):
· Matilda ate her supper in the dining-room. (False)
· Michael is an honest boy. (False)
· The second-hand car belonged to an old lady who only used it once a week for shopping. (False)
· Mr Wormwood is a second-hand car dealer. (True)

Students answer each other’s comprehension questions in their groups. They must highlight, underline or otherwise mark the relevant passage in the reading handout.
	Elicit predictions about the chapter based on the chapter title.

Read the first paragraph of the chapter. Elicit answers to question. Instruct students to read in groups in rotation. Give them a clear purpose what to read for.

When one group finishes, pause the reading task and instruct the class to write 5 W’s and 1 H comprehension questions for another group to answer.

Monitor and give suggestions as students write their comprehension questions.

Switch the questions so that each group gets another’s CQ questions.



	Notes:
· If the teacher’s voice is sore, she may choose to skip over reading the first paragraph to the class.
· Regardless of whether students finish the 5 W’s and 1 H questions, cut off the task and switch the papers for groups to answer no more than 20 mins into the Task Preparation phase.




	Task Realization

	Title:
Writing a letter to Mr Wormwood
	Aims:
To build reading comprehension and character analysis through a pairwork writing task
To practice writing in the function of analyzing, corresponding and advising through the comprehension writing task
To practice interpersonal negotiation skills through pairwork discussion
	Materials: 
“Dear Mr Wormwood” – 8 copies, plus extra in case

	Time
	Set Up
	Students
	Teacher 

	15 mins
	Pairs (one trio)




	Student respond to questions about Mr Wormwood’s character.

Students write a letter to Mr Wormwood in pairs. They should include:
· What they think of him and his morals
· What they think of his treatment of Matilda
· Explain and advise him how to be a better person
Students will present their writing assignment at the front of class at the beginning of next class.

Students who finish early are free to decorate their letters, as they will be displayed on the classroom walls.

Students hand in their letters to the teacher.
	Elicit responses to Mr Wormwood’s character and morals.

Instruct and model the task. Monitor.

Remind students that they will summarize their ideas in the front of class at the beginning of next class.

Collect letters and set to one side.

	Notes:
· Even if students are not finished with the task, cut off latest 5 mins before the end of class. The teacher may choose to let the students briefly continue their letters before presenting at the beginning of next class.
· Regarding the presentation of ideas in the next class, four pairs (total 8-9 students) will present at the front of class and then rotate. This means that pairs will not be standing and moving around each after the other, but that there will be one clear transition from one group of pairs to the other.




	Post-Task

	Title:
Giving feedback, answering CCQ and preparing for next class
	Aims:
To review and give feedback on the activities, while practicing speaking
To review key words (lexis) through answering CCQ questions
To further build character analysis skills through scanning for key points about each character as a homework assignment
	Materials: 
“Character Chart” – 17 copies, plus extra in case

	Time
	Set Up
	Students
	Teacher 

	5 mins
	Individual



	Student briefly give feedback about what they learned through the activities. They do not summarize their reactions to Mr Wormwood – which they will present next class – only what they learned through the tasks.

Students answer CCQ regarding the four key words: “second-hand,” “telly,” “ignorant,” “speedometer.”
· What is second-hand? (A used item that once belonged to someone else.) What is the opposite of second-hand? (A new item.)
· What is a telly? Where did the word come from? (Television.)
· What does ignorant mean? (Someone who does not know much, who doesn’t have sufficient knowledge.) Do we say someone who has a lot of knowledge is ignorant? (No, someone who lacks knowledge is called ignorant.)
· What is a speedometer? (An instrument that indicates the speed of a vehicle.) Where is it usually found? (In cars and other modes of motor transportation.)

Homework:
Students hear that they will have to scan for key points about the four characters in the chapter: Mr Wormwood, Mrs Wormwood, Matilda and Michael. They must include key character traits written in full sentences, based on information in the story chapter. They need write no more than three sentences for each character.
	Elicit, listen and respond to feedback.

Elicit answers to CCQ questions about the pre-taught key words.

Instruct and hand out “Post-Task: Character Chart” individually as homework.


	Notes:
· Depending on time constraints, the teacher may choose to skip over the feedback/review section in this phase. She may also wish to shorten the CCQ section.



Sarah Yoon  Times TESOL Lesson Plan
Worksheets, handouts and lesson materials

Reading material (from Roald Dahl’s Matilda)
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Pre-Task: Guiding Questions (1 copy per pair)


1. Do you eat dinner (supper) with your family? What do you usually talk about?

2. Who is the most talkative person in your family?

3. Have you ever met someone who is dishonest? How important is honesty?




1. Do you eat dinner (supper) with your family? What do you usually talk about?

2. Who is the most talkative person in your family?

3. Have you ever met someone who is dishonest? How important is honesty?


5 W’s and 1 H
“Mr Wormwood, the Great Car Dealer”
Roald Dahl’s Matilda

Complete the Comprehension Questions

· What

· Who

· When

· Where

· Why

· How



Dear Mr Wormwood
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Character Chart

Write key points about each character in full sentences based on the story chapter, “Mr Wormwood, the Great Car Dealer.” 
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to have inherited his father’s love of crookery.

‘I sit down and say to myself, how can I convert a n
mileage reading of one hundred and fifty thousand
into only ten thousand without taking the speedometer
to picces? Well, if’ T were to run the car backwards for
long enough then obviously that would do it. The
numbers would click backwards, wouldn’t they? But
who’s going to drive a flaming car in reverse for
thousands and thousands of miles? You couldn’t do
il

‘Of course you couldn’t,” young Michael said.

‘So I scratch my head,” the father said. ‘I use my
brains. When you’ve been given a fine brain like I have,
you've got to use it. And all of a sudden, the answer
hits me. I tell you, I felt exactly like that other brilliant
fellow must have felt when he discovered penicillin.
“Eureka!” I cried. “T've got it!””

‘What did you do, Dad?’ the son asked him.

“The speedometer,” Mr Wormwood said, ‘is run off
a cable that is coupled up to one of the front wheels.
So first 1 disconnect the cable where it joins the front
wheel. Next, T get one of those high-speed electric
drills and I couple that up to the end of the cable in
such a way that when the drill turns, it turns the cable
backwards. You got me so far? You following me?’

“Yes, Daddy,” young Michael said.

“These drills run at a tremendous speed,’ the father
said, ‘so when I switch on the drill the mileage
numbers on the speedo spin backwards at a fantastic
rate. I can knock fifty thousand miles off the clock in a
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few minutes with my high-speed electric drill. And by

the time I've finished, the car’s only done ten thousand n
and it’s ready for sale. “She’s almost new,” I say to the
customer. “She’s hardly done ten thou. Belonged to an
old lady who only used it once a week for shopping.™’

‘Can you really turn the mileage back with an
electric drill”” young Michael asked.

‘I'm telling you trade secrets,’ the father said. ‘So
don’t you go talking about this to anyone else. You
don’t want me put in jug, do you?’

‘T won't tell a soul,” the boy said. ‘Do you do this to
many cars, Dad?’

‘Every single car that comes through my hands gets
the treatment,’ the father said. ‘They all have their
mileage cut to under ten thou before they’re offered for
sale. And to think I invented that all by myself;’ he
added proudly. ‘It’s made me a mint.”

Matilda, who had been listening closely, said, ‘But
Daddy, that’s even more dishonest than the sawdust.
It’s disgusting. You're cheating people who trust you.”

‘If you don’t like it then don’t eat the food in this
house,” the father said. ‘It’s bought with the profits.’

“It’s dirty money,” Matilda said. ‘T hate it.”

Two red spots appear on the father’s cheeks. ‘Who
the heck do you think you are,” he shouted, ‘the
Archbishop of Canterbury or something, preaching to

oy . N ! NAVER x

me about honesty? You’re just an ignorant little squirt

who hasn’t the foggiest idea what you're talking olsl St o 14 2 a20] Aol
> LN

4 1

about! £l = NSRS 10l

‘Quite right, Harry,” the mother said. And to
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ROALD DAHL — Matilda. Mr Wormwood, the Great Car Dealer

Matilda she said, “You've got a nerve talking to your
father like that. Now keep your nasty mouth shut so we
can all watch this programme in peace.’

They were in the living-room eating their suppers on
their knees in front of the telly. The suppers were TV
dinners in floppy aluminium containers with separate
compartments for the stewed meat, the boiled potatoes
and the peas. Mrs Wormwood sat munching her meal
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with her eyes glued to the American soap-opera on the
screen. She was a large woman whose hair was dyed
platinum blonde except where you could see the
mousy-brown bits growing out from the roots. She
wore heavy make-up and she had one of those unfor-
tunate bulging figures where the flesh appears to be
strapped in all around the body to prevent it from
falling out.
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‘Mummy,” Matilda said, ‘would you mind if I ate my
supper in the dining-room so I could read my book?’

The father glanced up sharply. ‘7 would mind!” he
snapped. ‘Supper is a family gathering and no one
leaves the table till it’s over!”

‘But were not at the table,” Matilda said. ‘We never
are. We're always eating off’ our knees and watching
the telly.

‘What’s wrong with watching the telly, may I ask?’
the father said. His voice had suddenly become soft
and dangerous.

Matilda didn’t trust herself to answer him, so she
kept quiet. She could feel the anger boiling up inside
her. She knew it was wrong to hate her parents like
this, but she was finding it very hard not to do so. All

T mtida pdf “| @ ehotoszip ~| @) Reading 1P sarah_._dock |~ $oescmsoscEa. x





image8.png
33 Teaching x { Minbox - jo x V[l Photos - ¢ x ¥ [ mrworm: x ¥ & svezaeng x \ [l Full text c x ¥ [EJ Matiida - x [ matilda.p x [ englishatr x

B3 https://un x V3 Matilda - x \ <> The Think x ¥ () Matilda... x \ PB gerdadetz x |\ Wi el (n oy

@ | [3 svezaengleski files.wordpress.com/2014/04/matilda pdf %8
ROALD DAHL - Matlda M Wormood, the Great Car Dealer -
the reading she had done had given her a view of life B
that they had never seen. If only they would read a

little Dickens or Kipling they would soon discover
there was more to life than cheating people and
watching television.

Another thing. She resented being told constantly
that she was ignorant and stupid when she knew she
wasn’t. The anger inside her went on boiling and
boiling, and as she lay in bed that night she made a
decision. She decided that every time her father or her
mother was beastly to her, she would get her own back
in some way or another. A small victory or two would
help her to tolerate their idiocies and would stop her
from going crazy. You must remember that she was still
hardly five years old and it is not easy for somebody as
small as that to score points against an all-powerful
grown-up. Even so, she was determined to have a go.
Her father, after what had happened in front of the
telly that evening, was first on her list.
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me for two hundred and seventy-eight pounds and sold
for one thousand four hundred and twenty-five. Got
that?’

The ten-year-old boy wrote the two separate
amounts down slowly and carefully.

‘Car number two,” the father went on, ‘cost me one
hundred and eighteen pounds and sold for seven
hundred and sixty. Got it?’

“Yes, Dad,’ the son said. ‘I've got that.’
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Mr Wormwood,
the Great Car Dealer

Matilda’s parents owned quite a nice house with three
bedrooms upstairs, while on the ground floor there was
a dining-room and a living-room and a kitchen. Her
father was a dealer in second-hand cars and it seemed
he did pretty well at it.

‘Sawdust,” he would say proudly, ‘is one of the great
secrets of my success. And it costs me nothmg_ I getit
free from the sawmill.”

‘What do you use it for?” Matilda asked him.

‘Ha!” the father said. ‘Wouldn’t you like to know.”

‘I don’t see how sawdust can help you to sell second-
hand cars, Daddy.

“That’s because you’re an ignorant little twit,” the
father said. His speech was never very delicate but
Matilda was used to it. She also knew that he liked to
boast and she would egg him on shamelessly.

“You must be very clever to find a use for something
that costs nothing,” she said. ‘I wish I could do it.”

“You couldn’t,’ the father said. ‘You’re too stupid.
But I don’t mind telling young Mike here about it
seeing he’ll be joining me in the business one day’
Ignoring Matilda, he turned to his son and said, ‘I'm
always glad to buy a car when some fool has been
crashing the gears so badly they’re all worn out and
rattle like mad. I get it cheap. Then all I do is mix a lot
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sweet as a nut.”

‘How long will it run like that before it starts rattling
again?’ Matilda asked him.

‘Long enough for the buyer to get a good distance
away,” the father said, grinning. ‘About a hundred

of sawdust with the oil in the gear-box and it runs as n

miles.”
‘But that’s dishonest, Daddy,” Matilda said. ‘It’s
cheating’

‘No one ever got rich being honest,” the father said.
‘Customers are there to be diddled.”

Mr Wormwood was a small ratty-looking man
whose front teeth stuck out underneath a thin ratty
moustache. He liked to wear jackets with large brightly
coloured checks and he sported ties that were usually
yellow or pale green. ‘Now take mileage for instance,’
he went on. Anyone who’s buying a second-hand ca
the first thing he wants to know is how many miles
done. Right?’

‘Right,” the son said.

“‘So I buy an old dump that’s got about a hundred
and fifty thousand miles on the clock. I get it cheap. But
no one’s going to buy it with a mileage like that, are
they? And these days you can’t just take the speedo-
meter out and fiddle the numbers back like you used to
ten years ago. They've fixed it so it’s impossible to
tamper with it unless you're a ruddy watchmaker or
something. So what do I do? I use my brains, laddie,
that’s what I do.”

‘How?’ young Michael asked, fascinated. He seemed
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