 Kyung Nam (Kristie)


It was when I was 11 years old when I first dreamed about becoming an English teacher. My family moved to Abu Dhabi when I was in 5th grade and I started attending a new school there. Of course, it took a while for me to get used to the new environment and that is when I first met my teacher, Ms. Kerr, who inspired me to become a teacher. That was the first time I learned English, so I was always so behind in every subject except for math. 

I did not talk much at school because I could not communicate with my classmates very well. I remember that Ms. Kerr would pair me up with other girls so they could help me with my homework. Then I could talk to them and practice speaking English. We did a lot more activities in her class than just sitting down and reading textbooks like I did in my Korean school before I met her. For example, when we were learning about the Trojan Horse, we drew a big horse on a huge piece of paper, colored it altogether as a group, and put it up on the wall. Then we each wrote a summary of the story and glued them all around the Trojan Horse for decoration.  For science, we had to write a letter to Mr. McDonald to persuade him not to use CFC containers anymore for their hamburgers because they cause air pollution. There were many other fun things we did in her class and they helped me a lot to improve my English. These activities especially made me feel more comfortable speaking English. 

I always thought she was the kindest, smartest, and prettiest teacher in the whole world. Ms. Kerr truly made me think a lot more about becoming a teacher just like her. I'm now currently an English teacher, but there are still things I need to work on in order to become a better teacher.


To become a better English teacher, there are a few things I want to change in teaching English. There are two things I want to change personally about myself,       and two things in the English teaching system. 


First of all, I get stressed out too easily and I'm scared of making mistakes. Maybe I care too much about what other people think of me, but I really need to build more confidence in speaking English out loud in front of other people. Secondly, I want to study more on not only how to teach academically but also on how to deal with students when they are in trouble. I have students fighting and arguing or behaving badly in my class, but sometimes I'm not sure how to deal with them in the best way.

Systematically, I would definitely want to change the government-issued English textbooks if I am going to continue teaching in Korea. I personally think they are too boring and the dialogues are too dry and formal. I want them to sound more natural and fun so that students can enjoy learning English. I am also hoping someday that each class will have more than 40 minutes of class time. I like doing lots of fun activities with my students, but sometimes we run out of time when we are not even halfway done with the activity. Through this course, I am hoping to learn a lot of new and different methods of teaching which I have not been aware of previously.
