	Aging Korea   
Reading Lesson plan
	

	Title : Aging Korea 

	INSTRUCTOR
	LEVEL / AGE
	No of STUDENTS
	LENGTH

	Sunhee Jung
	Intermediate High/
age: 25 or above
	20
	50 minutes

	Materials:
1. Prepared presentation slides (containing statistics of aging Korea)
2. Reading article

3. 5 sheets of blank paper (for Task Realization stage)

	Aims:
1. Ss practice reading English news articles in a fast speed through doing welfare program creation 
    activity and through homework (selecting interesting news articles related to aging Korea and write 
    a paragraph about it.)

1. Ss exercise reading statistics and statistics described in words. 
3. Engaging Ss in discussions that are induced from reading and using the information gathered from 
   reading handouts, presentation slides. 

3. Increase Ss' interest in reading news articles related to social issues discussed most frequently by the 
    media in English.

	Language Skills:
Reading: Reading news articles, statistics, vocabulary listed on the handout. 
Speaking: Role playing: As policy makers, Ss discuss the pros and cons of their own welfare programs.
                  Ss are asked Qs by the T about aging Korea statistics. 
Listening: Ss practice listening to each other in group discussion. Ss are expected to listen to answer Qs 
                   asked by the teacher. Ss listen to created programs and choose which country to live in.
Writing: Ss are expected to write definitions down,  writing down created programs,  
                thoughts whilst the group discussion. HW is given to write a paragraph on their choice of an 
                article.

	Language Systems:

Phonology:    Ss practice how to pronounce words mentioned in the Lexis section. 
Lexis:
           Words related to social issues: demography, population, pension, welfare, fertility rate,  
                        health care system, economic prosperity, etc.
Discourse:
Discussing and debating on current aging society issues and solving the issue by creating 
                        welfare programs. 
Functions:
Statistic reading, giving and receiving information, problem solving, decision making.  
                        hypothesizing.
Grammar:
Ss will be familiarized with conditional sentences (the elderly population will be 38% of 
                        the total if the current fertility rate stays the same. etc.) through reading. 

	Assumptions:

Ss have been introduced to constructing conditional sentences. If not, T explains conditional 1 and 2 briefly.

	Anticipated Errors and Solutions:

None. 

	References:
1. Lowe-Lee, 2009, Is Korea ready for the demographic revolution?', The KEI Exchange, Korea Economic Institute (http://keia.org/sites/default/files/publications/04Exchange09.pdf)

2. Vatvani 2013. Aging to challenge South Korea's economic transformation, A CNBC Special report,  CNBC. (http://www.cnbc.com/id/101150318#)


	Notes: keep track of time. Don't spend too much time on explaining words nor given reading articles. 



	Pre-Task

	Title:

Aging Korea
	Aims:
-Get Ss awareness and interest in  the topic of aging Korea by showing statistics. 
- Introduce Ss English expressions on reading and writing statistics such as 
'account for' ' ratio of' ' age above 65' X out of XX'
	Materials: 

-Prepared graphs and statistics showing aging Korea
 

	Time
	Set Up
	Students
	Teacher 

	3 min
max.
	Arrange the seating as below. 
	1. Ss are asked by the T, whether they know the age proportion of Korea. 

Q. Can you guess how many percentage people aged 65 or above account for out of the total population in Korea? 

-Ss are to guess the age proportion. 

2. Ss are shown with the current age proportion of Korea.
Answer: 65 or above: 11.7 % of the ttl. population.
3. Ss are asked a question. Q. Who can guess the ratio of senior citizens (65 or above) to working age people? 
4. Ss are to guess the answer.

5. Ss are shown the answer. 1 to 6. 

6. Ss are asked to guess the same ratio projection for the year 2050

7. Ss are shown  the answer. 1 to 1.5 (38% of the population will be the age of 65 or above in 2050)
8. Ss are asked the question: Is this a problem?
	-T opens the class by asking the Q.

-T shows the prepared statistic.
T asks Ss a question. 

T shows the answer

T asks Ss to guess another ratio.

T shows the answer.

T asks a final question at this stage.

	Notes: Don't spend too much time. Make this brief. Evoke interest only. 


****Seating Arrangement picture: 

	Task Preparation 

	Title:

Aging Korea
	Aims: 

- Practice reading English news articles in a fast speed 
  through reading given reading material
-  Exercise reading statistics that have been put into 
   words. 
- Introduce key vocabulary and expressions that are 
  most often discussed when discussing aging society 
  issues. 
	Materials: 

Reading materials
5 sheets of blank papers. 

	Time
	Set Up
	Students
	Teacher 

	12
	Remain the seating arrangement
	1 Ss are given articles to read. 
2 Ss are introduced to new key vocabulary. 

-pension: is a fixed sum to be paid regularly to a person, typically following retirement from service.
-welfare: provision of minimal level of well-being and social support for all citizens. 
i.e. social insurance for disabled, old aged citizens.

-health care system: facilities or organizations involved in providing health care within geographical area.
-fertility rate: reproduction rate
- demographic change: statistical study of human population. 
3.Ss are asked questions like below. 
- "Who is looking forward to be being in the 60's? please raise their hands? "

- "Who is looking forward to their retirement?" 

- "Do you know more than 5 persons who are still working after the age of 65?"

4.One student per table gets selected as secretariat of national assembly. (Each Student is given a blank of sheet of paper to write their own policies to tackle aging society).


	 T gives Ss 7min. to read the article. 


T asks the Ss questions to select secretariats of national assembly per table
T gives a piece of paper to write to selected secretariat.

	Notes



	Task Realization

	Title:

Aging Korea
	Aims:
- Create discussions from information gathered from reading.
	Materials: 
 Reading materials
(to use it as a reference)

	Time
	Set Up
	Students
	Teacher 

	30
	Remain the seating arrangement
	1. Ss are given explanations of what they'll be doing for the next 30 min.
- Each table of Ss will all become policy makers/ social programmers. 
- Each table will have total 20 minutes to discuss and create social welfare programs tackling aging Korea.
- Each table will have a chance to read out loud their own welfare programs to the entire class.
- All Ss will listen to each countries' welfare programs and choose where to live.

2. Ss are asked to discuss the aging society issue under two major reasons.
-Low fertility rate & High life expectancy rate
3. Each table is asked to share their current concerns related to two major reasons stated above and come up w/ social welfare programs that could tackle the issues. 
The below related issues are shown to Ss to help their discussions. 

child care, working hours, housing 

education, employment opportunities
retirement age, unemployment rate
4. Each table of Ss are asked to come up w/ social programs that will

-increase fertility rate

-lessen the financial burden of working group

5. Secretariat writes created programs unto the paper
6. Ss are stopped from discussions

7. Ss are asked to stand from their seats 

8. Secretariats make a line horizontally facing the rest of the class to read their own country names and crated programs

9. Rest of the Ss are asked to choose and stand in front of the most attractive country they would like to live in.
(Ss are told that they  can choose other countries than which they belong whilst making programs).
10. Few Ss are asked why they chose the country not others. 

11. Ask them to read the programs out loud once again to the entire class.   

12. No. of Ss standing in front of each country is counted.
	- T explains what they will be doing.

- Teacher reminds Ss to look at the slide to keep their discussions flowing.

. 

-Teacher asks secretariats of each country to announce created welfare programs.
-T asks Ss to be seated back to their seats.

	Notes: Spend 20 mins. for discussion on social programs and writing them down.
                 Spend 10 mins. to choose which countries to live in after listening to created programs.


	Post Task

	Title:
Aging Korea

	Aims: 
- Practice reading news articles in English  in a fast speed through skimming through several articles to choose and write about.
HW: Get Ss to read more about aging society and ask them to write why the article is interesting in a paragraph will help reading comprehension practice. 
	Materials: 



	Time
	Set Up
	Students
	Teacher 

	5
	Remain the seating arrangement
	1. Ss are asked how they feel about the aging society issue after playing the game. 
2. Ss are asked, 

-"Was it easy being a policy maker?" 
-"Are you aware of current social programs which support to increase fertility rate?"
4. Ss are given HW by the teacher to find an interesting article related to aging society and send the link to the teacher with their one paragraph short comment why you think the article is interesting. 

Due date: Next Tuesday. 
	 T asks Ss Qs. 
T gives Ss HW by showing the last slide of the presentation file. 

	Notes: 


Reading Handout
1. Until late 2000's Korea had the youngest population among OECD nations. But a young Korea is about to grow old at a stunning rate.  A county is considered an “aging society” when the number of people aged 65 or older reaches 7.0% of its total population. It becomes an “aged society” when the elderly population reaches 14% or more and a “super-aged society” when they account for 20% of total population. 

Korea became an “aging society” in 2000. In 2018, Korea will become an “aged society” when 14.4% of its population will be comprised of the elderly, and a “super-aged society” by 2026. By 2050, Korea is expected to become one of the most aged nations in the world, with the elderly population reaching 38% of the total population.
2. The most significant reason for Korea’s rapidly aging population is the low fertility rate. Korea’s demographic transition started in the beginning of the1960s. During the five-year economic development plan (1962−1967), the nation’s GDP (Gross Domestic Product) grew at an annual rate of 7%, and it continued to expand rapidly. Believing that increasing population was undermining economic prosperity, the Korean government actively campaigned for a family planning program. In 1973, abortion became legal, and, by 1983, the government suspended medical insurance and maternal care for women with three or more children. In the late 1980s, public and private agencies were involved in promoting and encouraging married couples to have fewer children.
3. Another contributor to rapid demographic change is rising life expectancy. Koreans are living longer and healthier lives. The greater longevity represents the achievement of medical, social, and economic advances, but it also brings significant challenges. Life expectancy of Koreans has increased dramatically since 1960, and it will continue to rise as the result of better living conditions.
4. An aged or super-aged society is a potential catastrophe because it is necessarily linked with low birth so that there are fewer workers to support the elderly and sustain and grow the economy. Governments have to spend enormous amount of additional budget to finance the aged. Discontents emerge between generations. Younger generations complain about their growing burden for supporting over-the-hill generations.
Glossary
- OECD: 

-pension
-welfare
-health care system
-economy prosperity
-fertility rate
- demographic change
Presentation Slides 
(Slides 1-4 for Pre-task stage and 5th slide will be used during task realization stage)
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