ESSAY
Why you do you want to be an English teacher and in what way your experiences in learning and teaching English made you a better teacher?



Why do I want to be a teacher? I think that anybody can teach a subject matter but it takes a passionate, committed and dedicated teacher to be able to touch lives, make a difference in someone’s life and bring out the best in students’ lives. And I want to be that kind of teacher who involve students and inspire them to be better.



My desire to be a teacher started at a very young age. I’ve always wanted to be a teacher since I was a kid. And that desire to become a teacher was also greatly influenced by a strict but wonderful person who’s not just a teacher but a mentor, a second mother to me, who had helped me make it through college, taught me to never give up and brought the best out of me. She was my kindergarten teacher, my swimming coach when I was in university, a great listener and most of all, became my rock and my source of strength. I was really inspired to become a teacher because of her.




People became successful in their own individual field or position in life because they all had once a passionate and a caring teacher who taught them not just the subject but good values of life, influenced and helped them achieve their goals in life. This is why I’ve chosen to become a teacher. But what really led me first to become an English teacher started when I joined a Non-Government Organization Mission Group to teach English in the rural area. As a young novice teacher, it was such a humbling experience to teach children coming from a broken family and low income families. I spent the whole summer with them and the experience was just amazing. Children had fun coming to summer school everyday. I was not that experienced as a teacher that time, I was just a novice but I have that passion and was determined and enthusiastic to teach with what I have known and learned. I felt like they’re always looking forward to come to school to learn that time. The simple but fun English activities that I’ve shared with them made them come to school with enthusiasm, though at times there were some little dramas and difficult situations I have faced but I felt like children had learned a lot. But most all, it was I, who had learned a lot from them. I’ve learned to be firm but caring, creative, patient, understanding and more resourceful. That experience really opened my eyes and heart to teach. Then a second opportunity came to me when I was given a chance to teach a student whose first language is not English, who really struggled to communicate and express what he wanted to say. I taught him for a year or so, then when he went to college, I hardly heard from him but one day, he wrote me an email thanking me for not giving up on him, for believing in him and for making a big difference in his life and that he is now successful in his field in an international company. These words of appreciation alone really warmed my heart and motivated me to become and better myself as an English teacher. 



The experiences I had were just priceless. And I owe it all to those wonderful caring teachers I had in the past. Some were so strict in their teachings that even made me cry but somehow made me strive hard to do better and some were just so great that even to this day, I still remember and follow their remarkable teachings and methodologies. Those wonderful teachers I had throughout my entire education were such great teachers who know their line of expertise well, and not only had a good command of the subject matter but had that motivational warmth that radiates every time they teach. Their teachings and what I have learned from them had taught me to become a creative, fun, enthusiastic, dedicated and caring teacher now and they’d become my role models, my heroes. They not only had taught me, touched my life as person and as an English teacher but they had involved me and helped me become a better teacher. I want students to have a good education, to get involved and make a difference in students’ lives through language. So this is why I’ve chosen to become an English teacher. I know I still have a lot to learn but I believe that teaching is also a fruitful way to learn, and I’m willing to learn. I know that teaching English and teaching in general is not that easy but if we are passionate enough and strive hard to do our best as an educator and learner as well, we will be able to help our students to be globally competitive, shape the future of our students and help them become a good member of society and as an individual.
