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    Like ‘Tetris’, which is one of the most popular puzzle video games many people around the world crazy about, I am always trying to be a person who is irreplaceable part of something to help others. No matter how important it is, having a certain role that someone else can’t substitute to be a helper always makes me feel happy and worthy. Through TESOL, I want to play a key role that can’t be replaced by others for those who wants to learn English.
    I had worked at a flower shop when I lived in New York before. One day, I had a chance to deliver some flower arrangements to neighbor who is Jews. When I got their house, I found out there was a son in the family and he was struggling with tying ankle-band of ‘Han-Bok’. (What’s going on was that he was supposed to participate in school’s international costume event with wearing ‘Han-Bok’. What a unique and interesting event it was!) I still remember at that time his face with full of joy as soon as he realized I am Korean. Anyhow, I gladly helped him tying it and left their house with more tips than I usually got. From this unexpected occasion, I learned that being a helper with specialty others may not have is one of the most pleasant things. Another experience of me being useful and helpful is relevant to language skills. 
    After I got back to Korea from Taiwan where I spent 10 years of my life to live, I worked for some trading company as a sales manager. Because the company traded semi-conductor products internationally, I had to deal with many customers from overseas. Therefore, English skill was mandatory for all employees in the company. However, the company sometimes confronted with the clients who are from China and are not able to communicate in English. In that case, I could help out with speaking Chinese, which is my 2nd language, and make things worked out to the successful end. Moreover, I created a Chinese study group to encourage my colleagues to learn it. It was really grateful that I helped to solve the problem no one could figure out and my skill was used properly for others’ need. As I shared what I know with my colleagues in the study group, I thought teaching is the good way of helping others. Especially, language teaching can help people to be connected and interacted. Thus, I decided to study how to teach English, which is the most globalized language in this century and many people are interested in to learn. Then, why don’t I look back over how my English learning was first?
I had studied English at school for over 10 years since I was elementary student like most Koreans do. Nevertheless, after all years of studying, I realized I couldn’t communicate verbally with English speakers. What I finally figured out is that I was taught to learn it by using eyes. Although this method of learning is suitable for some language skills, such as reading and writing, but it still causes lacking of speaking and listening skills which I think more important than other two. I never forget the moment of immigration when I first visited U.S.A. in 1999 just right after discharging military service. I couldn’t say even a single word of answer to the officer’s question, “Why do you come to America?” My head was blacked out and I broke into a cold sweat. There was only one sentence popped up in my mind after I got through the immigration with Korean interpreter’s help: “What on earth did I do with English for that long time?” It was really frustrating experience for me, on the other hand, it became strong motivation to learn English in different way from what I have been taught. In addition, traditional ‘Jug&Mug’ education system influenced me to be passive and not to do creative thinking. Fortunately, we have not only eyes, but mouth, ears, even hands as a communication device. I will teach student English with using those all tools of our body: putting input through them and getting output through them as well. 
    There are many different types of teaching and each type has pros and cons. As I want to be an irreplaceable helper for student as a teacher, I must choose the direction of teaching that can produce advantages as much as possible. I hope I learn how my teaching schema, which is using all senses of your body to learn, to be more specific and the method I can elicit students’ potentiality through a TESOL course. 
