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The Best Teacher in My Life

When I was a high school student, I went to an academy to study English at Gang Nam in Korea. It was small academy but teachers were great. And there, first time in my life, I met a teacher who had studied in United Stated. I don’t remember his last name, but his first name was John. I took the courses there for one year. And I think this class was very successful, because it had a great effect on my life and changed my attitude as to come across western culture and study English. 
John used some traditional teaching methods, but he was definitely an enabler. He always encouraged students to create their own ideas in English. After listening this class, I came to like to read books written in English without resistance. Most of all, I could have confidence to study English and like some materials, such as music, movie, books, and so on. It helped me to develop listening and reading skills.
That is the reason I think he was an effective teacher because he enabled me to contact a new culture. I think he was not just teaching English. He showed me respect and empathy so that I could really open my mind. He showed me the world that I did not know before. For example, he told us a very interesting story on each class, which was about the man who was falsely accused of murder and escaped from a prison. That story was really exciting, so I wondered what would happen to him next time. It made me expect the next class and I realized that there were a lot of interesting stories in English. Until then, I had just studied English on the desk. But from that time, I came to enjoy American culture.
Considering what I learned and how I learned, I think John knew very well about language systems and skills and seemed to understand learner retention. At that time in Korea, almost all English classes consisted of only lecture and focused on reading. But his class was different. He wanted students to use four basic language skill; speaking, reading, listening, and writing. 
I want to be a teacher like John. He enabled me to have a mind for studying English. Like he did, I want to encourage my student not just to learn English, but to experience American cultures. That’s the reason I want to be a teacher, a very effective teacher who has respect, empathy and authenticity.

