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MY BEST TEACHER

When I went to the United States as an exchange student, I met my favorite English teacher, Cynthia. She was an ESL teacher and responsible for all the students who were attending the course. At first, I was not qualified to take regular courses for college. She was very passionate and loved her students a lot. Every time I went to the class, she gave motivation and encouraged me with her kind and soft voice. Also, she gave me many chances to experience American culture like Easter and 4th of July and so on. It helped a lot to understand and know culture of the United States. Because of her enthusiastic teaching, I passed the entrance exam at the end of the semester and I could finish my program successfully.
Before I studied “Learning Teaching”, I thought Cynthia was just born to be a very nice and good teacher. But, now I am sure that she had a modern teaching style and was an enabler. Every time she entered class, she brought materials in her hand. After her simple explanation, she divided several groups and handed us to worksheet. She never gave the answers right away. Instead, she made us find the answer by ourselves through discussion.  She seemed to enjoy watching students discuss and ask questions to her. During the group activity, I could ask any question if I had. After all groups had their own answer, we set up as one whole class and tried to find right answers with her. If no one had the right answer, then she told the answer. Sometimes it was stressful, but we found out the answers by ourselves. It was hard to forget and encouraged me to study more. She did not play games or activities, but her teaching made me focus more on the class.
Also, she was an effective teacher. She treated us like her family or friends. When I talked to her, I felt like I talked with my mom or sister, not a teacher who forced or restricted. Every time she gave me an advice, I could feel that she spoke sincerely. Also, she liked to invite us to her house and have a meal. She never hesitated to share her life with us. Because I felt comfortable in her class, I could be improved my English more than ever in this environment. Regarding to Carl Rogers, the most important characteristic of teacher is “being authentically him/herself”. What Cynthia showed to us, it is the one I learned from the book.
When I think about how I learned from Cynthia, she used the integrated-skill in every class. Considering we were Korean students, we were familiar with reading, writing and listening, not speaking. She understood this circumstances and prepared presentation time at end of the every class. After finishing the group discussion, one of the students in every group stood up and summarized about the topic we learned. At first, it was awkward, but it was used to and our retention rate went up high. I am not sure that she applied the integrated-skill approach on purpose, but it worked very well to maintain our retention rate.

According to Krashen, students’ high motivation, high self-esteem, and low anxiety are the key to learning language. I think Cynthia was very well aware of that, and used them very effectively. She never forced to study or learn English, but she kept encouraging and making me do things by myself. For now, I am studying to be a English teacher and she is the one I want to follow.  
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